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Lesson for February 6 in this issue 


Lesson 6.—Jesus Feeds the Multitudes. 
Mark 6:30-52; 8:1-10. 


Notes on Open Letters: 
The Genealogies and the Virgin Birth 
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He Became Poor 
By William M. Runyan 


HILE oceans crash on granite 
coasts, 
Or wash the silvery sands; 
While cloudbursts flood the chasmed 
vales, 
Or showers caress the lands; 
Forget not that the Word, made flesh 
For man by sin accurst, 
Created vast and watery deeps, 
And yet He cried, “I thirst !” 


While suns and suns wheel on in space 
Before the gazing eye, 

And stellar splendors tell the soul 
Of Christ’s infinity, 

Remember, He who made the worlds 
A gleaming maze of light 

Was made a Sacrifice for man 
At noonday —turned to night! 


Increased Bible Reading 


Has there been a recent increase 
in Bible reading? An interesting an- 
swer was issued from Princeton, N. J., 
December 30, by George Gallup, direc- 
tor of the American Institute of Public 
Opinion, well known through his national 
polls. As the result of a nation-wide 
survey of Bible reading which has just 
been completed by the Institute at the 
suggestion of the American Bible So- 
ciety, Mr. Gallup has found that 


“whereas one year ago only 48 per cent 
of all civilians between the ages of 21 
and 29 had read the Bible at any time 
during the previous twelve months, to- 
day the proportion is considerably higher 
— 57 per cent.” Advancing years awaken 
a greater sense of need of the Bible, for 
“of those between 30 and 49 years of 
age, 60 per cent have read the Bible 
within the past year; of those 50 years 
old or more, 71 per cent. . . . More than 
six persons in every ten (64 per cent) 
have read the Bible during the past 
year, as compared with 59 per cent in 
the previous survey. One person in 
every ten claims to read the Bible daily. 
Women are more constant Bible readers 
than men, and farmers read it more 
regularly than city folk. The highest 
proportion of Bible readers is found in 
the South, the survey indicates, with the 
Middle West second. The New England 
and Middle Atlantic states rank lowest.” 
One might draw many interesting and 
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unpertent lessons from this worth-while 
survey, but here are a few that seem 
notable: It is regrettable that 43 per 
cent of people in their twenties have 
never read the Bible during the last 12 
months; it is encouraging that the per- 
centage of readers is increasing; it is 
significant that as people begin to look 
toward the setting sun of their lives, they 
want to know what God has to say about 
the future, and what hone there is for 
them; and the ravages of Unitarianism 
and Modernism are clearly seen in the 
smaller proportion of Bible readers in 
the New England and Middle Atlantic 
states, where some of our most famous 
colleges and universities have for a gen- . 
eration been undermining the faith of 
the students. But on the whole the re- 
sults of the survey are encouraging, for 
certainly some hearts will be reached by 
the “quick and powerful” Word of God. 
And when more people begin to read the 
Bible, hope burns brighter for the nation. 


IV. The Cross and Self 


By Principal L. E. Maxwell, Prairie Bible Institute 


HE church world is full of Chris- 
tian professors and ministers, Sun- 
day school teachers and workers, 
evangelists and missionaries, in whom 
the gifts of the Spirit are very manifest 
and who bring blessing to multitudes, 
but who, when known “close up,” are 
found to be full of self. They may have 
“forsaken all” for Christ and imagine 
they would be ready, like the disciples 
of old, to die for their Master, but 
deep down in their hidden, private lives 
there lurks that dark sinister power of 
self. 
Such persons may wonder all the 
while why they do not have victory over 
their wounded pride, their touchiness, 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“When the enemy shall come in 
like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
shall lift up a standard against 
him” (Isa. 59:19b). 




















their greediness, their lovelessness, their 
failure to experience the promised 
“rivers of living water.” Ah, the secret 
is not far away. They secretly and 
habitually practice “shrine worship” — 
at the shrine of self. There they bow 
daily and do obeisance. They are fun- 
damental. In the outward cross they 
glory, but inwardly they worship ar- 
other god—and stretch out their hands 
to serve a pitied, petted, and pampered 
self-life. ‘The outward cross, the pay- 
ment of sin’s penalty, the death of the 
Substitute,—this “finished work of 
Christ,” they know. But the amazing 
mystery and undreamed-of-depths of 
that cross as it is to be applied to the 
inner life— “the mystery of the inward 
as well as the outward cross” —they 
know not. But “until Christ. works out 
in you an inner crucifixion which will 
cut you off from self-infatuation and 
unite you to God in a deep union of 
love, a thousand Heavens-could not give 
you peace.” (F. J. Huegel in “Cross of 
Christ.” 
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God harden me against myself, 
This coward with pathetic voice 
Who craves for ease, and rest, and joys: 


Myself, arch-traitor to myself; 
M# hollowest friend, my deadliest foe, 
Myg clog whatever road I go. 


Yet One there is can curb myself, 

Can roll the strangling load from me, 

Break off the yoke and set me free. 

—Christina Rossetti. 

From his original home and center in 
God, where God was his light and life, 
the very breath of his breath, the cen- 
tral Sun of his universe—from this 
secret place of the Most High, man broke 
off and plunged out into the far country 
of self, into the alienation and night of 
separation from God. God has been cast 
down. Self has usurped the throne, a 
usurper who never abdicates. Self is 
the new and false center upon which 
man has fixed. He loves himself as 
nothing else under the sun. Even his 
best deeds are but refined forms, the 
filthy rags, of his secret selfishness. He 
does always with his right hand that the 
left hand of self-satisfaction may know 
it. “Self,” says William Law, “is the 
root, the branches, the tree of all the 
evils of our fallen state.” 

When this nearly almighty self un- 
seated and dethroned El Shaddai, what 
could God do? He was scarcely taken 
by surprise. Yet how undo this tragedy 
of all tragedies? How unhinge and tear 
man loose from his foul and false self- 
infatuation? God must never coerce or 
force man. His supreme glory is an 
unforced worship. How dare He defeat 
His own divine purpose, His essential 
glory! Herein is displayed the genius 
of God. The cross is indeed “the power 
of God, and the wisdom of God.” Cal- 
vary is God’s ax laid at the root of the 
first family tree. Adam is cut off. A 
new Adam ascends the throne. 

The Lord Jesus came as the new Head 
of a new race. He willingly came, came 
in the likeness of sinful flesh. With 
cords of selfless love He fastened us to 
Himself and took us with Himself down 
to the very depths of death, all in order 
to clear away sin’s penalty and persuade 
us to choose God instead of self. He 
chose to die, to die for us, to die in our 
place, yea, to die our death—that He 
might save us from our sinful selves. 

Come, O fellow believer, the Son of 
man is made sin — made a curse — lifted 
up like a serpent. Stand with His 
mother at the foot of the cross: “A 
sword shall pierce through thy own soul 
also, that the thoughts of many hearts 
{yea, your heart, my heart] may be re- 
vealed.” “But,” someone asks, “why a 
serpent? —why not a lily or a rose— 
why not something lovely inasmuch as 
it was to typify the King and His re- 
demptive work?” But when God would 
seek to picture the accursed character 
of the sinful self-life He made no mis- 
take. Only the serpent could symbolize 
‘the truth. That throws an awful ray 
of light upon me. It shoots me through 


and through. I am perfectly photo- 
graphed — not my sing only, but myself. 
What I did only sprang from what I am. 
The unvarnished truth is out. It is I, 
my very self. Why pull down the blinds? 
Let me take a square look at the cross 
and be willing to abide by the awful 
implications. 
I see the crowd in Pilate’s hall, 
I mark their wrathful mien; 
Their shouts of “Crucify !"" appall, 
With blasphemy between. 


And of that shouting multitude 
I feel that I am one; 
And in that din of voices rude 
I recognize my own. 
"Twas I that shed the sacred blood, 
I nailed Him to the tree, 
I crucified the Christ of God, 
I joined the mockery. 
Around the cross the throng I see 
Mocking the Sufferer’s groan; 
Yet still my voice it seems to be 
As if I mocked alone. 
—Horatius Bonar. 
Does such an admission seem too dread- 
ful? Do I halt from owning it? But 
dare I disown it? Until I own it, I can 
never disown it. From the throne of 
the cross, high and lifted up, I am drawn 
first to own and then disown self. I 


(Continued on page 55) 








Notes on Open Letters 


The Genealogies and the 
Virgin Birth of Christ 


A Modern minister in this town dis- 
credits the Virgin Birth on the basis of 
Matthew 1:1-17, saying this gives only the 
lineage of Joseph and not Mary through 
David. Jesus was to come through the 
Davidic lineage, therefore must be the 
son of Joseph. If this is true, what about 
the rest of the chapter of Matthew from 
verse 18 on? Was Mary of the lineage of 
David also, and how can we prove this? 
I believe in the Virgin Birth, but want 
to be able to prove to others this faith 
without a doubt.—An Iowa reader. 


Anyone who studies these questions 
seriously will agree with the Interna- 
tional Standard Bible Encyclopedia “that 
the literature on this subject is very 
copious.” The problems centering around 
the two genealogies of Christ, in Matthew 
and Luke, the Virgin Birth, and the Da- 
vidic lineage have been exhaustively 
dealt with in such works as the one 
just named, in Matthew Henry’s Com- 
mentary; Jamieson, Fausset and Brown’s 
Commentary; the Davis Bible Dictionary; 
the Companion Bible; the Scofield Ref- 
erence Bible, and others. 

The consensus of opinion of such 
scholarly writers is that Matthew’s gene- 
alogy gives the line of royal, legal de- 
scent from David through Joseph, and 
that Luke gives the natural line of de- 
scent from David through Mary. This 
does not fully answer the arsument of 
the modernist minister (which argu- 
ment is not, by the way, modern), that 
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“Jesus was to come through the Davidic 
lineage, therefore must be the son of 
Joseph.” But Matthew (1:16) is careful 
not to say that Joseph begat Jesus, but 
that he was “the husband of Mary, of 
whom was born Jesus, who is called 
Christ.” 


Matthew Henry, who seems to have 
been confronted with every argument 
that we meet today, writes concerning 
the genealogy in Matthew: 


The line is brought down, not to Mary 
the mother of our Lord, but to Joseph 
the husband of Mary (v. 16); for the Jews 
always reckoned their genealogies by the 
males: yet Mary was of the same tribe 
and family with Joseph, so that, both by 
his mother and by his supposed father, he 
was of the house of David; yet his inter- 
est in that dignity is derived by Joseph, 
to whom really according to the flesh he 
had no relation, to show that the kingdom 
of the Messiah is not founded in a natural 
descent from David. 


Dr. Scofield’s note on the subject is 
concise and clear: ‘ 


In Matthew, where unquestionably we 
have the genealogy of Joseph, we are 
told (1:16) that Joseph was the son of 
Jacob. In what sense, then, could he be 
called in Luke “the son of Heli’? “He 
could not be by natural generation the 
son both of Jacob and of Heli. But in 
Luke it is not said that Heli begat Joseph, 
so that the natural explanation is that 
Joseph was the son-in-law of Heli, who 
was, like himself, a descendant of David. 
That he should in that case be called “son 
of Heli” (“son” is not in the Greek, but 
rightly supplied by the translators) would 
be in accord with Jewish usage (cf. 1 
Sam. 24:16). The conclusion is therefore 
inevitable that in Luke we have Mary's 
genealogy; and Joseph was “son of Heli” 
because espoused to Heli’s daughter. The 
genealogy in Luke is Mary’s, whose father, 
Heli, was descended from David. 

On the problem of the Davidic origin 
of Jesus Christ, the International Stand- 
ard Bible Encyclopedia comments (in 
part): 

It is further to be noted that in the 
Annunciation (Luke 1:32) the promised 
one is called at once Son of God and Son 
of David, and that He is the Son of God 
by virtue of His conception by the Spirit 
—leaving it evident that He is Son of 
David by virtue of His birth of Mary. 
With this should be compared the state- 
ment of Paul (Romans 1:3, 4): He who 
was God’s Son was “born of the seed of 
David according to the flesh, and declared 
to be the Son of God with power accord- 
ing to the Spirit of holiness by the res- 
urrection from the dead.” 

The Companion Bible has an excep- 
tionally fine and graphic representation 
(Appendix 99), showing how the two 
genealogies may be fully reconciled. 
Luke’s genealogy begins with God and 
Adam; from Abraham through David, 
the two genealogies parallel one another; 
and from David on the lines are separate. 

If it is agreed that the genealogy in 
Luke is that of Mary, then it is clear 
that she descended from David (v. 31). 
Matthew 1:25, and many other passages, 
declare the Virgin Birth of Christ as 
plainly as words can possibly express 
any fact. 
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The Poison of Modernism 


By OSWALD J. SMITH, D.D., Litt.D., F.R.G.S. 


Its ingredients and 
deadly effects 


Pastor of the People’s Church, Inc., Toronto, Can. 


Church was once invincible; 
today it is powerless. At one time 
its pews were filled; now they are 
empty. In days gone by it prayed for 
revivals and made soul-winning its main 
business; in our day revivals are feared 
and evangelists shunned. Why the great 
change? 

I answer with one word — Modernism. 
Yes, Modernism has done its deadly 
work and the Church of the New Testa- 
ment, and of Wesley and Finney, Moody 
and Spurgeon, is no more. Its triumphs 
are over. It has lost its passion. 

As a result the prophecy of Isaiah is 
fulfilled: “Darkness shall cover the 
earth, and gross darkness the people” 
(60:2). Oh, what a tragedy! No mes- 
sage! No vision! No hope for those 
who look to the church for salvation! 
German Modernism and Higher Criti- 
cism have won the day. 

But there are those, thank God, who 
have not yet bowed the knee to Baal. 
They know that the Gospel works and 
that nothing else does, and they cannot 
be shaken. They place the infallible 
Word of God and His Christ over against 
all the vain opinions and imaginations 
of the natural mind. 


The Subtle Solicitation to Doubt 


Rather would I have my children un- 
educated than to send them to a mod- 
ernistic college or seminary. Better to 
go through life without a degree than 
to have injected the poison of Modern- 
ism. Of what value is a theological 
course if it takes away the Word of 
God? The preacher, above all men, must 
have a message. Modernism robs him 
of his convictions and fills his mind with 
doubts. And to destroy another’s faith 
is a far more heinous crime than murder. 

I have known young men to be sent 
to a modernistic college, young men es- 
tablished in the faith and truly con- 
verted. They have gone from an evan- 
gelistic church with a deeply spiritual 
atmosphere; hence they were well 
grounded before they left. In fact, some 
of them had attended a Bible institute. 
It was taken for granted that they could 
go anywhere and remain true. They 
were warned about Modernism before 
they left. And yet, within a few: short 
months, they had opened their minds to 
the subtle teachings of Modernism. 

Hence it becomes abundantly evident 
that but few young men, regardless of 
their training, with their immature 
minds, can go through a modernistic in- 
stitution and remain true. The profes- 
sors of Modernism seem ‘to delight in 
casting doubt on the Word of God, and 
throwing out questions and suggestions 
that mature students could easily an- 


swer, but that young men in their early 
twenties, with their brief experience, 
know not how to meet. 

Here is a letter that I received from 
a young man in a theological seminary: 


“We've been having quite a time here 
in the last few weeks. I think that we 
have finally found out where everybody 
stands. As a matter of fact, we’ve found 
ourselves slipping into Modernism and 
Socialism without realizing it. It’s hard 
to explain. When we first came we felt 
around and discovered that everyone 
seemed to believe in the fundamentals 
as we did —the inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, salvation by faith, the virgin 
birth, the resurrection, and even the 
Second Coming of Christ. 

“We carried on for the first term, not 
altogether sure of everyone’s stand, and 
therefore we didn’t stick up for our own 
end of it the way we might have. Then, 
after Christmas, we began discussing 
things. We discovered that, without 
realizing it, we had actually taken a 
modernistic viewpoint. All our funda- 
mentals had been uprooted and we found 
that we had nothing left to believe in. 
I think it hit all the fellows pretty hard 
and we were worried about it. It seemed 
that the more we talked about it the 
more modernistic we became, and the 
more Fundamentalism went down in our 
estimation. 

“I finally decided that if Modernism 
was all I had to believe in, I might as 
well throw the whole works up and 
not believe in anything. Actually for 
about ten days, I neither read my Bible 
nor prayed. The Bible seemed foolish 
to me and prayer was a mockery. 

“You see, here is the view that the 
Modernists take, so far as we can make 
it out. 

“They believe in the inspiration of the 
Bible, but just certain portions of it. 
Some of the books aren’t inspired at all; 
other are partially inspired, 


A Hollow Shell of Belief 


“Then they believe in the resurrection 
of Christ, but not a bodily resurrection, 
just a living on of the principles and 
ideals of Jesus. He lived a spotless life 
and died. After He had died, the heart- 
sick disciples suddenly came to a real- 
ization of the fact that the work of Christ 
could still be carried on because His 
ideals were still alive. The spirit with 
which He sought to change the world 
still lived on. This was the resurrec- 
tion. When the Bible says that the dis- 
ciples saw Him, it means that they saw 
in their hearts this great truth. The 
story of the empty tomb was rigged up 
by the writers of the Gospels to satisfy 
the century-old belief of the Jews in 
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the fact that there would be a bodily 
resurrection. 

“They believe in the Second Coming 
of Christ, but that was merely the com- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. ’ 

“Christ was just a man whose person- 
ality was such that, by the power of 
suggestion, He could heal the sick. 

“They believe in personal commit- 
ment to Christ, but this is merely a 
commitment to live up to the princi- 
ples of Jesus and work for the build- 
ing of a better world. 

“So you see, according to these views 
our faith is pretty well shot and not 
worth much. 

“While I was alone I began to think, 
and I realized that in spite of all these 
things I had had a personal experience 
with the living Christ. If Christ lives, 
then the resurrection story of the Bible 
must be true, and it follows that the 
Bible must be the Word of God. At 
once I discovered that my faith was 
stronger than any teaching I might hear 
to the contrary and that it was some- 
thing worth standing up for. 

“It must have been in answer to your 
prayers that we did not swing over 
to Modernism for good. Don’t worry 
about that now, though, for we have 
something that cannot be shaken.” 


No Other Anchorage 


Oh, fathers and mothers, don’t, don’t, 
I beseech of you, send your children to 
a college or seminary where Modernism 
is taught! Don’t subject them to so 
great a temptation. Keep them off the 
Enemy’s territory if you want them to 
stand. Choose a sound, evangelical 
school, even if it is far away from home; 
yes, even if it costs more. You cannot 
afford to have them robbed of their 
faith. For once they cast aside the 
Bible as a supernatural book, it will 
be easy to sin. There is no other anchor- 
age. 

Find, then, a college or seminary where 
the teaching is constructive rather than 
destructive, an institution that builds up 
instead of tearing down, where faith is 
strengthened, not destroyed. You can 
find it if you want to, for there are still 
a few, thank God, that have not bowed 
the knee to Baal. 

We must demand that the Modernist 
prove his every statement. He says the 
body of Christ was not raised. Let him 
prove it. The disciples, he declares, 
manufactured the story of the empty 
tomb. Let him prove it. Lazarus was 
not raised from the dead. Prove it. 
Jesus never walked on the water. Again, 
I say, let him prove it. He can’t and 
he knows it. 

Every book and almost every chapter 
in the Bible records supernatural events. 
Do away with the supernatural and you 
do away with the Bible. Cannot God 
intervene in the affairs of men? And 
would He not? Why rule Him out? 
Why the desperate attempt to explain 
everything in a natural way? Isn’t it 
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to be expected that God would commune 


with men? And if the Word of the Lord 
comes to men—and a thousand times 
over the Bible says it did—and if that 
Word was fulfilled, as it always was, who 
is the Modernist to question it? 

“Why should it be thought a thing in- 
credible with you, that God should raise 
the dead?” (Acts 26:8); or heal the sick, 
cleanse the lepers, or give sight to the 
blind, and hearing to the deaf; or pro- 
tect Daniel from the lions, and take the 
Israelites across the Jordan on dry land; 
or talk to men and send angels with 
messages; or do anything else that He 
wants to? Why? 

What do I mean by Modernism? 
can it be detected? 
lowing marks: 


1. Modernism lays emphasis on edu- 
cation, social service, and world-better- 
ment instead of on evangelism. 

“We have given up all hope of saving 
this generation. Our efforts are now 
directed toward the next. No more mis- 
sionaries will be sent out to merely evan- 
gelize. Our hope is in education.”—The 
secretary of a large denominational mis- 
sion board. 

Modernism expects to save the world 
and thus usher in the millennium, 
whereas the Bible teaches that the pur- 
pose of the Gospel is to save men out 
of the world. 

2. Modernism proclaims salvation by 
character in the place of salvation by 
blood. 

“I do not believe in the doctrine of sal- 
vation by blood. Thank God, I am not 
saved by the blood of anyone. Salvation 
by blood is the Gospel of the butcher 
shop.”—A Modernist. 

“We cannot accept the substitutionary 
death of Christ.”—A church magazine. 
The same magazine declares that the 

hymn “Jesus Paid It All” is not the the- 
ology of the Church. Cain’s religion is 
still more agreeable to the natural heart 
than Abel’s. 

3. Modernism rules the Bible out as 
an authority on theological questions, 

(a) It declares that the recorded mir- 
acles of Christ are merely legendary 
exaggerations of events that are entirely 
explicable from natural causes. 

“The critical view of today is that the 
Gospel miracles represent the crude ideas 
of a superstitious age, and are to that 
extent untrustworthy.” 

(b) It denies the physical resurrection 
of Christ, in spite of all the evidence to 
the contrary. 4 

“He was resurrected in the sense that 
His ideals, and the principles for which 
He stood, lived on.” 

Thus His disciples, who proclaimed His 
resurrection, are made out to be de- 
ceivers, utterly unworthy of our confi- 
dence and trust, since they manufactured 
the story that they told. 

(c) It spiritualizes the Second Coming 
of Christ, and declares that His followers 
were entirely mistaken. 

(d) Its great purpose is to destroy faith 
in the supernatural. 


How 
Briefly, by the fol- 


“We cannot accept the Bible as authori- 
tative."—-A church magazine, : 
Yet “modern scholarship” has not suc- 

ceeded in producing a better. 

4. Modernism strikes at the deity. of 
Jesus Christ and seeks to undermine His 
infallibility.. It declares that Christ lived 
a spotless life, and then it makes Him 
out a liar, for it denies His claims of 
deity. 

“Jesus spoke in accommodation with the 
ideas of His contemporaries and held the 
current Jewish notions.”—A Modernist. 

“Those who record the Virgin Birth were 
doubtless influenced by pagan fables, seek- 
ing by these to secure for Him the honour 
of celestial paternity.”- A Modernist. 

5. Modernism is based on guesses, sup- 
positions, speculations, opinions and hu- 
man philosophies, and not upon facts. 


Archeology and the Age 


4. Solomon's Phoenician Friends 
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6. Modernism has no answer for the 
question: “What comes after death?” 
Since the Bible is ruled out as an author- 
ity and we have no other source of 
knowledge, we are left to mere guess- 
work. Philosophers, professors, and sci- 
entists simply do not know. They have 
no message for the death-bed. 

Therefore shun Modernism, shun it as 
you would a poison. Accept God’s Word 
rather than man’s opinions, for God. is 
always right, man often wrong. Stand 
by the Bible; the Bible vindicates itself. 

“Yea, hath God said?” So spake the 
first Modernist: “Thus saith the Lord.” 
So speaks the man of faith. God save 
our young people from the poison of 
Modernism. 


Toronto, CAN. 


of Solomon 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D., 
Assoc. Prof. of Sochostooy, ‘Wheetes College, 


Archeological Editor of The 


HEN Solomon built the Temple at 

Jerusalem, he received aid in men 
and materials from King Hiram of Tyre. 
Tyre was the great city in the country 
known as Phoenicia. As King of Tyre, 
Hiram was one of the important Phoeni- 
cian rulers in the days of Solomon some 
three thousand years ago. The Biblical 
references to the ability of Hiram to 
supply woodcutters and wood (1 Kings 
5:8, 9), as well as stonemasons (v. 18), 
and also Hiram’s later help in establish- 
ing Solomon’s merchant fleet (1 Kings 
9:27), all show that Hiram and the 


. Phoenicians were of some importance in 


the age of Solomon, 


On the basis of the Biblical and clas- 
sical references to the Phoenicians, it 
was generally accepted that the Phoe- 
nicians were a flourishing people in the 
tenth century B.C. However, toward the 
end of the nineteenth century A.D., sev- 
eral scholars began to doubt the claims 
of widespread Phoenician activity in the 
Mediterranean at a’ period as early as 
the tenth century B.C. W. F. Albright 
points out this critical attitude toward 
Phoenician activity in the ninth and 
tenth centuries B.C.. He says: “In 1893 
the late Salomon Reinach published his 
famous booklet, ‘Le mirage oriental,’ in 
which he denied the Phoenician claims 
and set up just as sweeping counter- 
claims for the antiquity and originality 
of Aegean culture. The following year 
Julius Beloch, who was to become one 
of the leading historians of ancient 
Greece, published a discussion of the 
subject in which he denied the truth of 
virtually all classical traditions about 
early Phoenician activity in the Medi- 
terranean. . . . During the past twenty 
years classical archeologists have added 
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their voices to the chorus, insisting that 
there are no archeological traces of the 
Phoenicians in the Western Mediterra- 
nean before the seventh century, or the 
eighth at the earliest.” (W. F. Albright, 
“New Light on the Early History of the 
Phoenician Colonization,” Bulletin of the 
American Schools of Oriental Research, 
No. 83, October, 1941, pp. 14, 15.) 


However, archeological studies of the 
last three or four years have brought 
new light on the activity and impor- 
tance of the Phoenicians back in the 
ninth and tenth centuries B.C. Recently 
Professor A. M. Honeyman of the Uni- 
versity of St. Andrews published a dam- 
aged Phoenician inscription from the 
Cyprus Museum, which is an injunction 
against opening a tomb. Albright points 
out that the important thing about this 
inscription is the script, because it points 
to the first half of the ninth century B.C., 
showing an early date for Phoenician 
activity in the Mediterranean area. 

Other work has recently been done 
on an inscription which was first found 
over one hundred and fifty years ago. 
In 1773 a slab of stone bearing a Phoe- 
nician inscription was discovered near 
Pula (ancient Nora) on the island of 
Sardinia. Various scholars had worked 
on it .and had dated it in the general 
period of the sixth century B.C. How- 
ever, in 1924, the French scholar Dussaud 
attacked the problem and saw at once 
that the script was much older than 
previous scholars had supposed. He con- 
cluded that it would have to be dated 
in the ninth century B.C. Albright has 
made further study of this inscription 
and concludes, “In view of the virtual 
identity of the script of the Nora stone 
and of the Cyprus inscription there can 
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be no doubt that they belong to approxi- 
mately the same age.” (Ibid, p. 20.) 
Two other inscriptions have been found 
which must also be dated in the period 
925-825 B.C. Along with the two inscrip- 
tions already discussed, they give a four- 
fold witness to the activity of the Phoe- 
nicians in the ninth and tenth centuries 
B.C. Albright comments on the signifi- 
cance of these discoveries in this way: 
“Once more we find that the radical criti- 


cism of the past half century must be 
corrected drastically. . .. Incidentally the 
Biblical account of Solomon’s reign is 
again proved to be historically reason- 
able.” (Ibid, p. .22.) 

It is refreshing to see how the arche- 
ological discoveries and studies throw 
light on the age of Solomon, and thus 
continue to illuminate and confirm the 
indications of the Scriptures. 


(To be continued) 


Light for the World’s Darkness 


A condensation of a report by 


JOHN W. BRADBURY, D.D. 
of the second New York Congress on Prophecy 


T IS a great testimony to the vitality 

of Christian interest in the subject 
of Biblical prophecy that a second New 
York Congress on Prophecy could be 
held in wartime. Like the first, the sec- 
ond Congress called for Christians to 
come together from all parts of the 
United States to the Calvary Baptist 
Church, New York City, which generously 
offered its facilities through its pastor, 
the Rev. William Ward Ayer, D.D. Both 
Congresses were held under the auspices 
of the American Board of Missions to 
the Jews, Inc., Brooklyn, New York. 
The program arrangements were directed 
by Dr. Joseph Hoffman Cohn, of that 
Board, and a corps of able assistants. 


The second Congress took place De- 
cember 5-12, 1943. It had for its theme 
“Light for the World’s Darkness,” being 
derived from 2 Peter 1:19. 


In spite of present travel conditions, 
enough people came to give excellent 
audiences for every session, although 
meetings continued from ten o’clock in 
the morning to night, with only time 
taken out for meals. Deeply devotional 
sessions of prayer filled an important 
place in the program. 


The second Congress was undertaken 
because of some gaps in the total of 
prophecy taught in the first. The pro- 
gram, therefore, was devoted to supply- 
ing this lack. Themes were selected 
with this in mind, as will be made clear 
from reading the following survey of 
the lectures delivered. 

The Congress opened with an exposi- 
tion by Dr. Ayer. It was Sunday morn- 
ing and the auditorium was filled. The 
theme of the morning was “Watchman, 
What of the Night?” based on Isaiah 21: 
11, 12. With prophetic insight, Dr. Ayer 
likened the world of men and nations, 
particularly in their present-day uni- 
versal confusion, to that which is de- 
scribed in the Scriptures as “night.” The 
blackness of Christ-rejection has settled 
over the race of men. The hope of the 
night is the promise of the morning. 
There will be morning for God’s true 
Church, when Christ comes as the 


“Morning Star,” appearing before the 
full-orbed day. 


Before a large afternoon assembly, Dr. 
Cohn spoke on “Disputed Passage,” in 
which he drew attention to the impedi- 
ments that have constantly been raised 
in the pathway of Israel along its march 
down history. The lessons drawn in this 
deliverance were evangelistic, for it was 
shown how as Israel was given a high- 
way called “the way of holiness,” so the 
speaker showed that in the shed blood 
of Jesus Christ “every child of God has 
the sure promise that for each one of 
us God will make a highway.” 


The evening of the first day was an 
unforgettable triumph of Christian tes- 
timeny as the Rev. W. H. Rogers, D.D., 
spoke on “The Second Coming of Christ, 
Personal and Premillennial.” 

The second day was devoted to ad- 
dresses by Dr. Rogers, Dr. Cohn, Dr. 
Samuel M. Zwemer, the Rev. H. B. Centz, 
the Rev. Dean S. Bedford, and the writer. 
Dr. Rogers discussed the question, “Have 
We Cast. Away God’s People?” in which 
he showed the debt the Gentiles owe to 
the Jews, being the race chosen of God 
through whom as pertaining to the flesh 
Christ came, “who is Lord over all, God 
blessed forever, Amen.” Discussing the 
eleventh chapter of Romans with re- 
markable insight, Dr. Cohn expounded 
the difficult 24th verse, to prove the vital- 
ity of Israel under the grace and fore- 
ordination of God and the certainty of 
Israel’s restoration as God’s means of 
witnessing in the earth. 

The theme of Dr. Zwemer’s message 
was one that gave a strong answer to 
those who say that faith in the pre- 
millennial coming of our Lord is an ex- 
cuse for the evasion of the missionary 
enterprise. He spoke on “Our Lord’s 
Return, an Incentive to World-Wide 
Evangelism.” In the course of his ad- 
dress, he said evangelism that preaches 
Christ’s resurrection and His return goes 
far beyond: social reformation or new 
world plans or political blueprints. We 
are compelled by the present situation 
“to look for a new heaven and a new 
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earth wherein dwelleth righteousness 
. . « the return of Christ is the living ~ 
hope for a despairing world.” . 

After the Rev. H. B. Centz had addressed 
the Congress on “Israel’s Resurrection 
and the End-Time Conflict,” in which he 
gave an exploration into the storm cen- 
ters of Ezekiel 37, 38, 39, the Rev. Dean 8. 
Bedford, pastor of the Brighton Com- 
munity Church, Rochester, N. Y., dis- 
cussed “Anti-Semitism, Its Origin, De- 
velopment, and Final Doom.” That the 
background of anti-Semitism is satanic 
is evident from God’s Word, and Mr. 
Bedford put the matter pithily to his 
auditors when he said: “Let no Chris- 
tian deceive himself. This anti-Semitism 
is but a part of a definite plan con- 
ceived by the archenemy of God and 
righteousness. . . . God has covenanted 
that He will not permit the people of 
His choice to be maltreated and the 
offenders go unpunished.” 

The teaching of the day culminated in 
an exposition by the writer, who gave 
a survey of the teachings of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews. He set forth that the 
Hebrew economy, patterns of worship, 
ordinances, and outstanding heroes of 
the faith were prophetic forerunners of 
Christianity and that our Lord Jesus 
Christ is the focused objective of all 
Old Testament teaching. The prophecies 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews look for- 
ward to the return of Christ: “Unto 
them that look for him shall he appear 
the second time without sin unto sal- 
vation.” 

The state of the Jews in the millen- 
nium was described by Dr. Rogers on 
the morning of the third day of the Con- 
gress. He gathered up the prophetic 
teachings of the Bible in relation to this 
subject, concerning which there is a 
great deal written. The Jews are to be 
restored to their land, under the Mes- 
siahship of Jesus Christ our Lord, when 
Jerusalem shall be the law center of a 
righteous world, in which peace and hap- 
piness will be the lot of the people. 

“The failure to recognize the truth of 
the second coming of Christ has led to 
misunderstanding of the program of and 
God’s purpose in and through -the 
Church, and a devitalizing of its testi- 
mony. Christ never intended that’ the 
Church should convert the world, but 
that by it, the Gospel should be preached 
to every creature.” Thus spoke Dr, J. 
Palmer Muntz, pastor of the Cazenovia 
Park Baptist Church, Buffalo, in an ad- 
dress on “Our Lord’s Return as Safe- 
guard Against Apostasy.” 

This was good preparation for an ad- 
dress that followed in the afternoon by 
Dr. I. L. Yearby, pastor of the Trinity 
Baptist Church, Oklahoma City, on “The 
Messiah’s Kingly Glory.” Our Lord was 
set forth in His threefold offices as 
Prophet, Priest, and King. 

The preparatory event for the setting 
up of the Kingdom of the King is _Is- 
rael’s resurrection and the end-time 
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world conflict,—a Scriptural study pre- 
sented by the Rev. H. B. Centz. In it 
he spoke of the place that Russia ap- 
pears to have in prophecy. 

The day closed with a summarizing 
address by Dr. Cohn, in which he inter- 
preted the Feasts of the Jews from the 
aspect of type and antitype and related 
them to the Church and the Great Tribu- 
lation, thus revealing the unity of the 
Scriptures in their unfoldings, 

Some new speakers were introduced 
on the fourth day. Dr, Lindsey E. Mc- 
Nair, of Orlando, Fla., discussed “The 
Times of the Gentiles,” describing the 
period covered by this term, the dis- 
tinctive characteristics of that period, 
and the relation of Israel and the Church 
to it. Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, presi- 
dent of the Dallas Theological Seminary, 
Texas, began a series of two addresses 
on “The Olivet Discourse.” This refers 
to the twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth 
chapters of Matthew. These studies 
evoked considerable interest on the part 
of the people. In an address on “Prel- 
ude to World Peace,” the writer defined 
the Biblical reasons for war and showed 
that the teachings of the Bible indicate 
that the acceptance of the Lord Jesus 
as governing Head over the nations is 
the prerequisite of peace. The Rev. A. 
B. Machlin, of the American Board of 
Missions to the Jews, explained how 
Jews can be saved now. This was a 
helpful and encouraging message for 
those interested in the evangelization of 
the Jews, as all Christians ought to be. 
Dr. Harry J. Hager, pastor of the Beth- 
any Reformed Church, Chicago, realisti- 
cally brought to the attention of the 
audience the proposals of postwar plan- 
ners in a discussion of “Armageddon in 
the Making,” showing that the best man 
can do will not be good enough, nor will 
it prevent the catastrophic climax of 
history. 


Three Schools of Thought Compared 


As a fitting culmination to this day, 
Dr. Chafer gave a critically clear sur- 
vey of three schools of thought, post- 
millennialism, amillennialism premillen- 
nialism. The Scriptural problems of the 
postmillennialists are so immense that 
they are mostly inclined to ignore the 
subject. The amillennialists vacate cer- 
tain portions of Scripture in order to 
sustain their position. A free and frank 
study of the Bible leads to a premillen- 
nial conclusion. Dr. Chafer was most 
helpful in this discussion. 

On the morning of the fifth day, Dr. 
John F. Walvoord, of Dallas, Tex., dis- 
cussed the subject “Judgment and Re- 
ward to Christians, to Gentiles, and to 
Jews.” 

If there be one factor that has figured 
more prominently than anything else in 
the strange whirlpool of world events 
during the past three decades, it is un- 
questionably the Jew. Therefore, the 
address delivered by Dr. Albert J. Lind- 
sey, Jr., pastor of the Immanuel Presby- 
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terian Church, Detroit, on “What the 
Church Will Have to Do for the Jews 
in the Postwar World,” was timely and 
important. After surveying what the 
Church has and has not done, the speaker 
declared that there must be a helping 
hand extended to secure a homeland for 
the Jew, there must be a proper educa- 
tional approach, and there must be a 
persistent program uf evangelization. 

Continuing this field of thought, Dr. 
C. Gordon Brownville, of Tremont Tem- 
ple, Boston, discussed “The Jewish Title 
to Palestine and Asia Minor,” expound- 
ing Ezekiel 20: 33-35, 

The day was climaxed with an address 
by Dr. Howard W. Ferrin, president of 
the Providence Bible Institute, on “The 
Eschatology Taught by Christ.” Of this 
broad theme, the speaker confined him- 
self to that part which concerned what 
the Lord Jesus said about His own re- 
turn. 

Dr. Ferrin was the first speaker on 
the sixth day when he developed the 
theme, “Why Men Cannot Bring in the 
Millennium.” There is a tragic disil- 
lusionment in human history. The best 
of man’s efforts only end in a human 
impasse. No matter how much we all 
abhor wars, they still continue to come. 
The speaker then went on to explain 
how the Bible prophesies the coming of 
peace. 


The Tribulation a Specific Period 

A new subject in prophecy was in- 
troduced by Dr. Walvoord, who dis- 
cussed “The Way of the Kings of the 
East,” in which he showed the impor- 
tant place that the Orient will have in 
future history. 

“The State of the Apostate Church in 
the Tribulation Era of the World” was 
the topic of an address by Dr. McNair. 

The Congress then heard Dr. R. S. 
Beal, of Tucson, Ariz., on the subject 
of “The Tribulation—an Age.” He told 
his audience that by virtue of duration 
we may regard the Tribulation as a spe- 
cific period not to be reckoned as the 
closing part of the grace age. “The 
duration of this age is a period of seven 
years. Since chronologists so clearly de- 
fine its beginning and its end, we be- 
lieve the Tribulation’ to be a dispensa- 
tion of itself.” There followed an 
address by Dr. R. L. Powell, of Tacoma, 
Wash., on “The Glory of God in the Face 
of Jesus Christ,”— giving a new vision 
of our Saviour. The sixth day concluded 
with an address by Dr. Herbert W. Bieber, 
pastor of the Church of the Covenant, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pa., who took for his 
theme “Revealing Characteristics of an 
Expiring Civilization,” whérein the Con- 
gress was given a survey of the inherent 
evils in modern world life. Their cul- 
mination is to be their own judgment 
and doom. 

The seventh day wes Saturday. On 
such a day it is not popularly believed 
that large meetings can be held. There 


was, however, no relaxation in interest. 
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Dr. R. L. Powell began the day by speak- 
ing on “What Time Is It? It Is Later 
Than You Think.” This address brought 
a note of urgency into the thinking of 
those present, an idea which our Lord 
kept ever before His disciples when He 
exhorted them to “Watch.” A _ most 
helpful address was delivered by Dr. 
Chafer on “The Destruction of Civil-‘and 
Ecclesiastical Babylon,” this being an 
exposition of Revelation 17 and 18. 

In the afternoon, Dr. Charles L. Fein- 
berg discussed the subject “Will Israel 
Be the Head of the Nations?” This was 
an exposition of Psalm 45, a Scripture 
which the speaker described as “a mar- 
riage song celebrating the marriage of 
the King.” 


A Passover Feast Demonstrated 


Three sessions entitled “Information, 
Please” were an interesting innovation 
in this Congress. These were one-hour 
periods in which questions were invited 
from the floor and the speakers were 
assembled on the platform to give an- 
swers to questions from the audience. 
These sessions were decidedly helpful 
in clearing up many difficulties. Satur- 
day evening was devoted to witnessing 
a Passover Feast. A table was spread 
on the platform, before the audience, 
and items thereon explained by Mr. 
Machlin. 

The closing day of the Congress was a 
triumphant one. At the morning hour 
Dr. R. S. Beal developed the theme “The 
Place of Prophecy in Preaching,” a mes- 


sage we wish all preachers could have 


heard, for prophecy has a great place in 
preaching. 

In the afternoon session on the eighth 
day the Congress listened to an address 
by Dr. Cohn on “Coming World Revo- 
lution.” And the day closed with a mes- 
sage from Dr. Beal on “The Kings of 
the Kingdom.” 

It must be evident that there were 
great difficulties attached to this Con- 
gress. In spite of them, however, the 
feeling was general that the Congress was 
a tremendous success, in many ways far 
exceeding the results of last year. This 
is especially remarkable because of the 
several handicaps under which those who 
directed the Congress acted. The ad- 
dresses of the Congress will be embodied 
in a book to be published by the Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company, New York, and 
entitled “Light for the World’s Dark- 
ness.” It will be a companion to the one 
issued after last year’s Congress, which 
was entitled “The Sure Word of Proph- 
ecy.” In these heart-warming days in 
the Congress meetings, the Word of God 
was honored and our Lord Jesus Christ 
was glorified. The message has gone out, 
and will continue to go out through the 
pages of the. book, enlightening many 
and, we trust, delivering many frem fal- 
lacies which now afflict the Christian 
Churth. 


New York Crry. 
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The Cross and Self 
(Continued from second page) 


cease to speak about some of self and 
some of Christ. I am cursed, not cut 
back, but cut down, cut off. The con- 
nection is severed with all the past, 
and from self itself. I am simply con- 
signed to the curse in toto. In the per- 
son of Another I have come to a lawful 
execution, an ignominious termination, 
an eternal undoing. 


This judicial sentence calls for my 
most cordial acquiescence. Let me con- 
sent to my execution, and sign on the 
dotted line. I have not been left to 
crucify myself. Such a task is too tre- 
mendous, too divine. I have been al- 
ready devoted to death, “crucified with 
Christ.” That has been accomplished. 
But I must sign my own death sentence. 
I must consent to God’s consignment. I 
must choose in the power of His death 
to dethrone and deny self. The cross 
is indeed God’s master-weapon. But 
Christ’s death has severing power only 
as we are united with it by faith. I 
must endorse this divine dying as it 
applies to me. 

Such a denial of self is no mere sever- 
ing of this or that indulgence, but put- 
ting the ax of the cross to the very root 
of the tree of self. God says, cut the 
tree down and not merely trim it back. 
All self-righteousness, self-esteem, self- 
vindication, self-glory, and fatal self- 
pity—these and ten thousand other 
manifestations are but the fleshly foliage, 
the myriad branchings of that deeply 
rooted tree of self. To trim it back only 
means that the very life of self is thrown 
back into other more rugged roots, to 
develop the Pharisee into a more vig- 
orous tree. Outwardly he may appear 
beautiful and be highly esteemed among 
men. But behind the scenes those liv- 
ing nearest him could bear tearful wit- 
ness to that bitter fruit that flourishes 
on the green bay tree of self. 


But there is abundant hope. I am 
already grafted into the Crucified, a par- 
taker of the divine nature. The life im- 
parted to me is a crucified life, a life 
of death to self in its myriad forms. 
Self can never overcome self. But 
thank God I am already Christ-possessed. 
And, as I yield all to the Crucified, His 
mighty death will work out in me an 
inner crucifixion. The more fully the 
Crucified has me the more fully I must 
die to self. 

To one who asked George Miiller the 
secret of his service, he replied: “There 











Because of orders from the War 
Production Board, based on the 
paper shortage, the TIMES cannot 
publish so many pages this year as 
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was a day when I died”; and, as he spoke, 
he bent lower, until he almost touched 
the floor. Continuing, he added, “Died to 
George Miiller, his opinions, preferences, 
tastes, and will; died to the world, its 
approval or censure; died to the approval 
or blame even of my brethren or friends; 
and since then I have studied only to 
show myself approved unto God.” 


C. |. Scofield on Election 
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Though I be nothing, I exult 
In Thy divine perfection, 

And taste the deep, mysterious joy 
Of absolute subjection. 


Though I be nothing, I rejoice 
To find my all in Thee: 
Not I, but CHRIST, forevermore: 
Amen ! so let it be! 
—Lucy A. Bennett. 


(To be continued) 


A letter on a difficult subject from the well- 
known Editor of the Reference Bible 


By WILLIAM L. PETTINGILL, D.D. 


EARLY forty-five years ago I was 
assisting the late Dr. C. I. Scofield 
in teaching his Bible Correspondence 
Course in his name. The students sent 
in many questions to be answered, and 
these I answered in his name. In cases 
where the question was familiar and I 
knew Dr. Scofield’s position on the sub- 
ject, I dictated the letters and signed his 
name with my initials. But whenever 
a new subject came up, or a subject 
on which I was in doubt as to Dr. Sco- 
field’s position, I still dictated the letters, 
but sent them to him for his signature, 
if he approved of them, and for their 
destruction, if he disapproved of them. 
There came a time when I was not 
clear as to Dr. Scofield’s position on the 
subject of Election, and I addressed a 
letter to him requesting him to tell me 
what his position was upon this subject. 
In looking through my files I have just 
come upon his answer, which I append 
herewith with the hope that it may be 
helpful to Times readers: , 


East Northfield, Mass., Sept. 20, 1898. 
Mr. William L. Pettingill, 
Coatesville, Pa. 


My dear Brother: - 


I find I have overlooked some questions 
in your letter of August 1lth and will 
try to answer them now. 

(1) As to the doctrine of election: You 
know of course the two antagonistic 
views of the Calvinists and Arminians. 
You state correctly the hyper-Calvin- 
istic view, that God in His sovereign wis- 
dom elected certain persons to be saved 
and doomed certain others to be damned; 
and the Arminian view, that God has 
put before all men the possibility of 
salvation and has left them to elect 
blessing or cursing. As usual, where 
parties have been formed in the Church 
of God upon doctrines, the truth is com- 
pounded of both views. It is not true, as 
the Arminians say, that election takes 
effect only in the will of the sinner. 
Such passages as Bphesians 1:4 cannot 
be explained by saying they simply 
teach the foreknowledge of God. On the 
other hand there is no Biblical warrant 
for the hyper-Calvinistic doctrine of 
reprobation. It is in the Calvinistic the- 


ology and inference from their doctrine 
of election. If God has chosen of His 
own good will, without any cause mov- 
ing Him thereto, certain persons to be 
saved, they argue that He has necessarily 
left certain other persons to be damned. 

As a general thing I am exceedingly 
shy of inferential doctrines. I fancy our 
reasons break down at precisely that 
point. The things that are revealed are 
for us and our children, but the secret 
things belong to God. The truth about 
election seems to be simply this: God 
elects to be saved all who are in Christ. 
(See Eph. 1:4 and kindred passages.) 
And He offers fairly and in good faith a 
place “in Christ” to “whosoever will.” 
In other words, the election which is in 
the Biblical idea indistinguishable from 
predestination (though some theologists 
try to make a distinction), is to position 
rather than salvation. It stands con- 
nected with sonship rather than with re- 
demption. 

The emphasis in the writings of Paul, 
where the great predestination passages 
are found, is upon the greatness of the 
position into which we of this dispensa- 
tion have been brought, “having pre- 
destinated us unto the adoption of chil- 
dren” (Eph. 1:5). Now this, as you 
readily see, is a very different thing 
from being predestinated unto salvation. 
To the same effect is the great passage 
in Romans 8:29: “For whom he did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that 
he might be the firstborn among many 
brethren.” 

The subject of course is full of diffi- 
culty, and yet I cannot but believe that 
most of the difficulty grows out of the 
misrepresentation of the 9th chapter of 
Romans. If one only sees that Romans 
9, 10, and 11 form, not a continuation of 
the apostle’s argument from the 8th 
chapter onward, but a parenthesis in 
which the apostle takes up at length the 
relation of Judaism to Christianity; so 
that troublesome 9th chapter has not to 
do with individual salvation, but national 
election, the contrast being not between 
the saved and the lost, but between Is- 
rael and the Gentiles; then I believe a 


(Continued on page 65) 
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FEBRUARY 6. JESUS FEEDS THE MULTITUDES 


Lesson 6. International Uniform Lesson. — Mark 6:30-52, 8:1-10, printed text, Mark 6:35-44, 8:1-9 


Golden Text.—T! am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never 
hunger, and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.— John 6:35 


Kinc JamMeEs VERSION 

Mark 6:35 And when the day was now far spent, his disciples 
came unto him, and said, This is a desert place, and now the time 
is far passed: 

36 Send them away, that they may go into the country round 
about, and into the villages, and buy themselves bread: for they 
have nothing to eat. 

37 He answered and said unto them, Give ye them to eat. And 
they say unto him, Shall we go and buy two hundred pennyworth 
of bread, and give them to eat? 

38 He saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? go and see. 
And when they knew, they say, Five, and two fishes. 

39 And he commanded them to make all sit down by companies 
upon the green grass. 

4) And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties. 

41 And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, 
he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and brake the loaves, and 
gave them to his disciples to set before them; and the two fishes 
divided he among them all. 

42 And they did all eat, and were filled. 

43 And they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments, and 
of the fishes. 

44 And they that did eat of the loaves were about five thousand 
men. 


Chap. 8:1 In those days the multitude being very great, and 
having nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples unto him, and 
saith unto them, 

2 I have compassion on the multitude, because they have now 
been with me three days, and have nothing to eat: 

3 And if I send them away fasting to their own houses, they 
will faint by the way: for divers of them came from far. 

4 And his disciples answered him, From whence can a man 
satisfy these men with bread here in the wilderness? 

5 And he asked them, How many loaves have ye? And they 
said, Seven. 

6 And he commanded the people to sit down on the ground: 
and he took the seven loaves, and gave thanks, and brake, and 
gave to his disciples to set before them; and they did set them 
before the people. 

7 And they had a few small fishes: 
manded to set them also before them. 

8 So they did eat, and were filled: and they took up of the 
broken meat that was left seven baskets. 

9 And they that had eaten were about four thousand: and he 
sent them away. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission, 


and he blessed, and com- 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 
Approach to the Lesson 


F THE promised Messiah it was 
O written long centuries before He 

came into the world, “I will sat- 
isfy her poor with bread” (Psa. 132:15), 
and again, “He shall feed his flock like 
a shepherd” (Isa. 40:11). The feeding 
of the multitudes on two separate occa- 
sions must have recalled these proph- 
ecies to the minds of the people and 
caused them to wonder whether Jesus 
Christ might not be the One whose com- 
ing had been so long foretold. 


When God brought Israel out of Egypt 
He spread for them a table in the wil- 
derness (Psa. 78:19). The Lord Jesus 
gave the hungry crowds, who had fol- 
lowed and listened to Him all day long, 
a. sample of the same omnipotent power. 
It is pitiable to note how unbelieving 
critics attempt to turn the edge of these 
testimonies to our Lord’s creatorial glory 
by insinuating that, after all, it was just 
a case of each one sharing a lunch al- 
ready provided with his neighbors, who 
had forgotten or neglected to bring any 
—so that, as all ate together, it seemed 
to them as though the food had been 
multiplied in a marvelous manner! 
Scripture tells us that “at the mouth of 
two...or... three witnesses, shall 
the matter be established” (Deut. 19:15), 
and, strikingly enough, the first of these 
miracles is one of the few given by each 
of the four evangelists. These men, 
whose integrity cannot be questioned 
and who were either present on the 
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occasions depicted, or had been accur- 
ately informed by others, all describe 
it as a supernatural occurrence, when 
He who multiplies the corn on a thou- 
sand hillsides and the fishes in all the 
seas, did, in a few moments, what is 
ordinarily accomplished through His di- 
vine power and wisdom in weeks or 
months of time. Thus were the multi- 
tudes taught the compassion and the 
ability of God, as seen in Jesus Christ, 
to meet every need of the soul as He 
met the needs of the body. 


The Historical Setting 


The feeding of the five thousand took 
place on the northern shores of the Sea 
of Galilee, in the district adjoining the 
eastern Bethsaida, for there were two 
cities by that name—the one east of 
Capernaum and the other southwest of 
it. The feeding of the four thousand 
took place on the eastern side of the 
lake, in the region of the ten cities, 
called Decapolis. The first event was in 
the early part of the year A.D. 29; the 
second, well on into the summer of the 
same year. 


Verse by Verse 

Mark 6:35.—“The time is far passed.” 
The disciples were concerned about the 
hungry people, who had been with the 
Lord Jesus all day and many of whom 
were far from their homes. The night 
was coming on and it seemed to be the 
part of both kindness and prudence to 
urge them to return at once to their 
different abodes. 


Verse 36.—“Send them away, that they 
may go ...and buy themselves bread.” 
If they were to secure proper food be- 


fore the night fell they should hurry 
away, for there was no provision made 
for them in that desert place. 

Verse 37.—“Give ye them to eat.” Our 
Lord’s command must have astonished 
His disciples. They had nothing to 
share with others and they knew not 
where or how to obtain it. It was His 
desire to exercise them as to the need 
of the people and their responsibility in 
regard to it, even as He would have us 
concerned today about the spiritual 
dearth all about us and our responsibil- 
ity to seek to do our part in meeting 
its demands. 


Verse 38.—“‘How many loaves have 
ye?” We know from the other records 
that Andrew had discovered a lad with 
five of the flat loaves to which the peo- 
ple were accustomed and two small 
fishes. Someone has suggested that it 
was the boy’s own lunch —all of which 
he gave up that others might be fed. 
Little as it was, Jesus Christ could use 
it in a large way. 

Verses 39 and 40.—‘He commanded 
them to... sit down.” With a voice of 
authority the Saviour called upon the 
multitude to sit down in groups upon 
the green grass, where all could be 
properly served. They obeyed His voice 
“and sat down ... by hundreds, and 
by fifties,’ doubtless wondering what 
would happen next and questioning why 
He had hindered their hasty return to 
their homes, 


Verse 41—“He looked up to heaven, 
and blessed, and brake .. . and gave.” 


Receiving the food from the hands of 
Andrew or of the expectant lad, the 
Lord Jesus gave thanks and began to 














and 
- and 


now 


they 


they 
und: 
them 
com- 
| the 
d he 


sopy- 


urry 
lade 


Our 
shed 


not 

His 
1eed 
y in 
2 us 
tual 
ibil- 
ting 


ave 
rds 
vith 
e0- 
nall 
t it 
1ich 
fed. 


ded 
2 of 


pon 
ice 
and 


hat 
vhy 


en, 


of 
the 


a 


ee 


nacre 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES for January 22, 1944 (9 57 


break the bread and to divide the fishes, 
handing supplies to the disciples, that 
they in turn might pass them out to 
the hungry folk as they looked wonder- 
ingly on. 

Verse 42.—“They did all eat, and were 
filled.” There proved to be an abun- 
dant supply for all. None were disap- 
pointed. No one ever need go hungry 
from the table that the Lord Jesus Christ 
spreads. 


Verse 43.-—“They took up twelve bas- 
kets full of the fragments, and of the 
fishes.” Not only were all satisfied, but 
when the meal was over there were as 
many basketsful left as there were dis- 
ciples, yet the Twelve had wondered 
where food could be procured for so 
many ! 

Verse 44.—“‘They that did eat... were 
about‘ five thousand men.” Matthew 
adds “beside women and children” (Matt. 
14:21). So that actually, the number 
was even more than five thousand, 
though doubtless not many women and 
children would be out in the desert to 
hear the great Teacher that day. 


Chap. 8:1—“The multitude being very 
great, and having nothing: to eat.” The 
circumstances were similar to the occa- 
sion of some months before, yet it is 
evident the disciples had forgotten — as 
we often do—the remarkable manifes- 
tation of divine power which they had 
seen at that time. 


Verse 2.—‘I have compassion on the 
multitude.” The heart of Jesus Christ 
was touched by the need of the multi- 
tude, and His heart ever controlled His 
hand. For “three days” they had flocked 
about Him, and paid attention to His 
teaching, until their food supplies had 
all given out, so that they were left 
with “nothing to eat.” He could not 
bear to leave them in that desolate con- 
dition. 

- Verse 3.—“If I send them away fast- 
ing ... they will faint by the way.” 
Many lived at quite a distance from the 
place in which they were. ‘To go home 


hungry would work a real hardship on. 


them. 


Verse 4.—“From whence can a man 
satisfy these men with bread here in 
the wilderness?” It was the expression 
of the unbelief of the hearts of the dis- 
ciples. That they should so soon have 
forgotten their former incident would 
seem incredible, if we did not know 
some of the untrustworthiness and the 
unbelief of our own hearts, 


Verse 5.—“How many loaves have ye? 
And they said, Seven.” It was the pro- 
vision they had made for their own 
need, but they were to have the priv- 
ilege of sharing it with others. Observe, 
that this time they did not procure the 
food from someone ‘else. 

Verse 6.—“‘He took the seven loaves, 
and gave thanks, and brake, and gave.” 
Following the same procedure as be- 


Last Week’s Lesson 
5. January 30.—Jesus Uses His Power to 
Help ........+........ Mark 4:35 to 6:43 
Next Week’s Lesson 


7. February 13.—Jesus on the Mountain 
and in the Valley .......... Mark 9:2-29 








fore, the people were arranged upon the 
ground, and after thanksgiving Jesus 
broke the ‘bread and gave it to His dis- 
ciples to distribute to the multitude. 


Verse 7.—“They had a few small 
fishes.” Why were these not mentioned 
before? Could it be that they had been 
withheld by the doubting disciples un- 
til they saw how the bread was mul- 
tiplied? Apparently, the fishes were 
blessed separately and then distributed 
as the bread had been. 


Verse 8—“They did eat, and were 
filled: and they took up of the broken 
meat ... seven baskets.” Again there 
was an overabundance. For of what 
remained of the bread and fishes en- 
trusted to Him to dispense, the disciples 
received seven hampers of food in re- 
turn — sufficient to last a long time. 


, Verse 9.—“They that had eaten were 
about four thousand.” Again Matthew 
adds, “beside women and children” 
(Matt, 15:38). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


One of Jehovah’s names of old was 
El Shaddai — the God All-sufficient. Our 
Lord was manifesting Himself as the 
incarnate God, abundantly able to meet 
every need when He fed the multitudes, 
who, on these two occasions, flocked to 
hear Him preach the Gospel of the King- 
dom. His supplies are unlimited. What 
we need is faith to count upon the riches 
of His mercy and to draw from His 
abundant store. The bread He gave pic- 
tured Himself as the Bread of God come 
down from Heaven, which if a man eat 
thereof he shall live forever (John 6:33). 


A Lesson Outline 
Give YE THEM To EaT 
The hungry multitudes (Chap. 6:33-36; 
8: 1-3) 
Testing the disciples (6:38; 8:4) 
The human provision (6:37; 8:5) 
The divine blessing (6:41a; 8:6, 7) 
The food multiplied (6:41b; 8:8a) 
Every need met (6:42, 44; 8:8, 9) 
Abundant surplus (6:43; 8:8) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The. Kinds of Baskets. It has often 
been pointed out that in the original 
Greek text two different kinds of bas- 
kets are indicated in these two accounts, 
In chapter six, after feeding the five 
thousand, there were twelve hand-bas- 
ketsful left over—such as folk carried 
with them when traveling on foot. In 
the second instance, there were seven 
hampersful left over. These were large 
baskets such as were often used for 


carrying fish or transporting other goods, 

Scripture Numbers. The number 
twelve is generally used in Scripture for 
administrative completeness, whereas 
seven is the number of mystical or spir- 
itual perfection. The twelve baskets 
signified the abundant provision that 
will be enjoyed under Messiah’s reign. 
The seven hampers tell us of the per- 
fection of spiritual blessing when we 
learn that not by bread only do we live, 
but by “every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). 


Applications and Summaries 


We are all too apt to attempt to meas- 
ure God’s ability to meet our need by 
that which our eyes behold, instead of 
remembering that we have to do with 
One. who created a universe from noth- 
ing and sustains it by the Word of His 
power, 

In our emergencies we generally ask 
“Whence?” and “How?” forgetting that 
nothing is too hard for the Lord.. He 
who multiplies the seed sown in the 
ground can take the little we bring and 
make it sufficient to meet the needs of 
many. 

We shall find, as we seek to serve our 
blessed Lord, that the more we pass on 
to others the more we have left for our- 
selves, 

“It never was loving that emptied a heart, 

Nor giving that emptied a purse.” 

Our Lord’s command to make the men 
sit down was significant. Seated on the 
ground, all are practically on one com- 
mon level. Distinctions of stature dis- 
appear. It was the “no difference” doc- 
trine acted out. 

When the Lord Jesus broke the bread 
and gave to His disciples, that they might 
pass it on to the multitude, no one would 
be excusable if he went away hungry. 
So today, as we offer the living Bread 
to hungry souls, none need go without 
eternal blessing. 

CHICAGO. 

a 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


OW did Christ show His concern for 
bodily welfare? 

2. Why did the Lord Jesus question 
the disciples as to the means to feed the 
people when He knew what He was about 
to do? 

3. Did the Lord Jesus need the five loaves 
and two fishes, or the seven loaves and few 
small fishes, to feed the multitude? 

4. What did the disciples expect to do 
about the hungry multitudes? 

5. How should these miracles speak to us 
today, and what do they illustrate? 

6. How may a Christian help provide for 
the physical needs of the unfortunate? 

7. Where in the Old Testament do we read 
of food being multiplied in a similar way? 

8. What two instances are given in Scrip- 
ture of God’s special care for two widows, 
in multiplying their supplies? 


(Answers on page 64) 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining the conditions under which 
lustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three months 
in advance of the lesson, and should not be 
cli d from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent 4 shortage, readers are asked to 
mit the tal submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

“Join the Army !”—I am the bread of 
life: he that cometh to me shall never 
hunger (Golden Text). Patrons of a 
coffee shop at Bucyrus, Ohio, found its 
doors locked and the following sign con- 
spicuously displayed: “No coffee; No 
Sugar; No Meat; No Help; No Oil; No 
Heat; No Profit. If you want a square 
meal join the Army.” And we would 
like to say if you are hungry spiritually, 
in a world which possesses nothing to 
satisfy that hunger, join the army of 
those who are going to the Lord Jesus 
Christ for heart satisfaction. It matters 
not whether you hunger for the forgive- 
ness of sins, or for peace, or for right- 


eousness — you shall be filled if you look’ 


to Him—From Now. Sent by Helen 
Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


Searching for “God’s Book.”—Give ye 
them to eat (Mark 6:37). The Russian 
people are spiritually hungry. There 
have been famines before in Russia, 
many of them, but now there is a famine 
of the Word. When a few Scriptures 
were distributed recently to Russian 
prisoners in a camp in Poland, they were 
cut into portions so that more might 
have a chance to read. Some even saved 
their food rations to exchange them for 
these Bible fractions. Believers report that 
when the Soviet armies invaded Poland, 
Red Army soldiers, free from duty, stole 
into houses, saying: “Do you have God's 
Book? We heard in our country that, 
in other lands, there is a book which 
tells everything—even tells how to go 
to Heaven after death. We never saw it 
in our land and would gladly have one.” 
—From an editorial in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, 
Lynn, Mass. 


What He Needs Today.—How many 
loaves have ye? (v. 38.) Christ fed about 
five thousand men with five loaves, and 
about four thousand with seven loaves. 
In each case, “they did all eat, and were 
filled.” How many loaves would He 
need to feed the starving peoples of oc- 
cupied Europe and China when the Allies 
have won the war? Just the same num- 
ber. What, five or seven? No! All that 
we have. If all harvests were presented 
to Him and His guidance sought and 
obtained in their allocation, once more 
we should be able to record in grateful 
adoration, “They did all eat, and were 
filled.” This time, too, the givers would 
be included.—Sent by E. Edmunds, Hails- 
ham, Sussex, Eng. 


Her Christmas Day Thanksgiving.— 
And ... he looked up to heaven, and 
blessed, and brake the loaves (v. 41). 
Dr. Campbell Morgan tells of a poverty- 
stricken fishwife who was found on 
Christmas Day eating a Christmas din- 
ner which consisted of a piece of bread 
and a toasted herring. Her visitor said 
something to her of the poverty of the 
fare, and the old woman, with face 
aglow, replied: “Poor fare? Dear 
heart, don’t you see that the Lord has 
laid tribute on sea and land to feed me 
this blessed Christmas Day?”—From the 
Presbyterian Record. Sent by E. M. 
James, Toronto. 


Why He Stayed—I have compassion 
on the multitude (8:2). One day the editor 
of The Wonderful Word met a well- 
known Christian worker and writer in 
New York City. “Where are you going?” 
he asked. “I’m packing up to leave this 
city; the judgment of God is on it—I’m 
getting out.” The editor replied, “Then 
I'll buy a house and stay; for if this be 
true, New York will need my testimony.” 
Christ was where there was need.—From 
The Wonderful Word. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Mason City, Nebr. 
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Grace in a Farmhouse.—He took the 
seven loaves, and gave thanks (v. 6). I 
recall with pleasure how much grace at 
meals seemed to mean to my grand- 
father. And why not? The potatoes 
were on the table because he had toiled 
under the hot summer sun to hoe the 
vines and harvest the crop. The corn 
was there because he had planted it with 
a hand seeder. This bread had had its 
start with the wheat he had scattered as 
he walked across the plowed field. The 
piece of pork was there because he had 
fed the pigs every day for months. The 
butter and milk were ours to enjoy be- 
cause he had milked the cows twice each 
day.—No wonder he wanted to give 
thanks at mealtime! With hands and 
face washed clean, with his white hair 
neatly combed, this was an hour of rest 
from honest toil. First there must be 
the grace, an expression of thanks for 
the goodness of God, for the quiet en- 
joyment of life that God had brought to 
completion in these things for which he 
had worked. He always finished ‘with 
these words, “And at last bring us to 
Thyself.” — He came very close to God. 
—From The Secret Place. Sent by Hazel 
Thomson, Firthcliffe, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Broken in His Hands.—Five, and two 
fishes (Mark 6:38). We find from John 
6:9 that it was a “lad” in the crowd who 
had the five barley loaves and two fishes, 
And it was Mark’s Uncle Andrew who 
discovered him. I have always con- 
tended that this boy was probably go- 
ing fishing and this was his lunch, 

In the old Midway days when we 
youngsters would go fishing, or black- 
berrying, or chestnuting, and Mother 
did not want to bother putting us up a 
lunch, she would give us a dime “to 
buy something at the store.” The cheap- 
est lunch we could buy was for five 
cents, so we had five cents to the good. 
For our five cents at Taggart’s Store we 
could get two big soda crackers and 
four blind robins, and sometimes Mr. 
Taggart would give us five blind robins. 
(A blind robin is a small cooked and 
smoked herring.) Nowadays they come 
in the filets and often in glass jars, but 
in the Midway days we got them with 
heads and tails and all. It was a cheap 
lunch, but, say it wasn’t good! 

Now, when the Lord Jesus got this 
little lad’s lunch how He did multiply 
it! He has been breaking and distribut- 
ing “loaves and fishes” all down the 
centuries. P 

There was George Fox, the shoemaker. 
The Lord distributed him in England. 
One morsel came over the sea. His name 
was William Penn. Our Ridgway fore- 
bears came with him and settled in New 
Jersey. 

Then there was John Wesley. Every- 
body knows how he fed the multitudes 
when. he got into the hands of the Lord 
Jesus. Not many of the readers of this 
note can tell who was the Archbishop 
of York when Wesley was in the hands 
of the Lord. 

Here in America there was Jerry 
McAuley, cheap “crackers and herring.” 
Only a river thief. Yet when the Lord 
Jesus had done with him there were 
rescue missions all over the earth, where 
sailors from England and America could 
find a refuge and help in time of trouble. 


Waste.—And they took up twelve bas- 
kets full of the fragments (v. 43). Some 
time ago attention was called to the 
poet’s statement, “Order is Heaven’s 
first law.” While God is opposed to all 
sorts of disorder He is equally opposed 
to waste. And so is every other power 
in this world. Old Mother Nature, for 
example. There have been great for- 
tunes found in the utilizing of waste. 

Furnace cinder was a problem for dis- 
posal until they found it made good 
cement. Tar from the gas works was 
a bad-smelling nuisance until it was dis- 
covered it contained valuable dyes, per- 
fumes, and flavors that the coal deposits 
had bottled up from the sun ages ago. 
It was found the “smoke” from the coke 
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Ovens was as valuable as the coke. 
Here is the refrain of a popular song 
at the beginning of the century: 
“Waste not, want not” is the motto I would 
teach. 
Let your watchword be “Dispatch,” 
And practice what you preach. 


Never let your chances like sunbeams pass 
you by, 
For you'll never miss the water “till the 
well runs. dry.” 
While this is not a religious hymn, yet 
Isaiah tells us of the “wells of salva- 
tion” (12:3). In Revelation we are told 
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to say that I consider the CurisT1AnN Victory Macazine about 
the livest, most readable, and one of the most helpful magazines 
oc e Mm print.” 

The General Superintendent of The Highland Park Baptist 
Church, Detroit, says: “I believe the Cristian Victory Maca- 
zInE to be one of the best magazines published today for Chris- 
tian workers.” 


Send in your subscription at the regular price of $1.00 a year ($1.25, Canada 


or foreign). Select books from the following list to the amount of $1.00 FREE. 
(Please include 10c for packing and postage on books.) 


Books by Fred John Meldau Dr. Herbert Lockyer’s New “Victory” Series 
The Seven Sevens af Prophetic Vol. 1, Victory Over Satan and Sin 1l5c 
Wonders. Every student of Bible Vol. 2, Victory Over Tears and 
prophecy will be thrilled by this Worry 
great book. 96 pages. Price Vol. 3, Victory Over Temptation and 
57 Reasons Why We Know the Bible Monotony 
is the Word of God 15¢ Vol. 4, Victory Over Despair and 
Good Answers to Hard Questions .. 
The Ten Major Covenants of Scrip- Dr. Norman B. Harrison’s Famon: “HIS’’ Series 


ture His Peace: The Way of Living 
The Great Olympic of the Christian Without Worrying 


Life 20¢ His Comfort: Help For Those Who 
More Than Conquerors (Romans 8) 15¢e Sorrow 
Stories with Purpose and Point ... 15c His Sure Return 


Should we run out of any title, we will substitute another of equal value. 


We believe this to be one of the greatest offers of the year in Christian 
literature. Do not delay, but send in your subscription today with remittance 
that may include any desired additional books at regular prices. 


THE CHRISTIAN VICTORY PUBLISHING COMPANY 
2901 Umatilla Street - - Denver 11, Colorado 








of the “fountain of the water of life” 
(Rev. 21:6). This is a “well” that never 
runs dry, so you are always sure of the 
water of life. 


Speaking of waste, as we were just 
now, when you go to Harrisburg you 
will note strange crafts out on the river. 
They are scows, with a boiler and engine 
and a paddle wheel on one end. They 
are taking tons of fuel from the bottom 
of the river, with which the city is 
lighted and heated. 


Away up at the headwaters of the river 
fre great coal mines. In the break- 
ing of the anthracite for market sizes 
there is a great waste. Some of this is 
marketed as “pea,” “buckwheat,” and 
“rice” coal. The rest has been going 
into the great culm banks. When the 
floods ‘come in the river this culm has 
been carried down the stream for many 
years. It has been found how to burn 
it, and Harrisburg has a coal mine, under 
water, at its door. 


Down at Holtwood is a great power 
plant arranged to supply electricity. 
When the water is too low for the tur- 
bines they take in coal out of the river 
bottom and burn it under the boilers, 
and the electricity is sent to me in 
Coatesville for light, heat, and power. 


“Too Excited to Eat.”—They have now 
been with me three days, and have noth- 
ing to eat (chap. 8:2). This is another 
great gathering of 4,000 excited people. 
At the time of Jesus Christ the world 
was in a great nervous tension and in 
a state of expectancy, waiting for they 
knew not. what. Rome had conquered 
the world and was “bleeding it white” 
of its products and resources, 


Froude, the historian, tells how the 
world of that day was overrun with all 
sorts of fakers and cheats. Even such 
smart people as the Greeks had a gas 
well and a priestess who professed to 
tell fortunes for a consideration. It is 
known in history as “The Delphic 
Circle.” 


When Paul was assaulted in the Tem- 
ple and rescued by the Roman guard; 
the captain said unto him, “Art not thou 
that Egyptian, which . . . leddest out 
into the wilderness four thousand men?” 
(Acts 21:27-29, 38.) 


Now here comes One into the world 
entirely different. No man ever spake 
like this Man and He cured all diseases. 
In a land where there was no medical 
science to speak of, where the only cure 
known for appendicitis was to apply a 
bald head to the stomach, it can easily 
be understood how the excitement would 
run high, and something to eat would 
be the last thing thought about, 

When the man or woman is under 
great emotion there is no desire for food. 
Ditto for the brute creation. The faith- 
ful dog dies on his master’s grave, re- 
fusing to eat. 

Stop for a moment, ih this day of great 
medical advancement. What would hap- 
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pen where you live if one should come 
who would cure every disease, who 
could open every blind eye, straighten 
every crooked body, make every ailing 
man and woman or child perfect in 
health? What thousands would pour into 
your largest field or fair ground —and 
even in this land of the three square 
meals, how many would ever think of 
food ! 

But the Lord Jesus thought of them 
and arranged for their bodily needs. The 
same liberal hand that had given the 
forebears of these people the manna and 
the quails was still able to give the 
barley loaves and the fishes. 

COATESVILLE, PA, 

ue 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topay’s SUGGESTION 


al | DON’T like to go to Sunday school 
because my teacher never knows 
my name. She calls me ‘Buddy,’ an’ that 
isn’t my name.” 

Some people have tragically poor 
memories, but it seems to me that a 
Primary teacher who cannot remember 
the names of her scholars, needs a mem- 
ory course. Yes, she needs something 
deeper than that. There is something 
worse ailing her than just a poor mem- 
ory. Her heart is not in her work. If 
it were, her memory would probably 
work all right. She doesn’t care any- 
thing about her children, and they sense 
that. She doesn’t realize the importance 
of her. work, —that she is dealing with 
matters for eternity,—and that the 
things she teaches, and the kind of per- 
son she is, may change eternal destinies. 
She may be one of the people who thinks 
nothing matters very much about the 
Primary class —they are so small. Over 
and over I have been told that the Pri- 
mary teachers are not very good, but 
it doesn’t really matter about such little 
children. I wish I could proclaim it 
so all America could hear, The most im- 
portant years in the life of a person are 
the Primary years. If you must put in 
poor teachers, put them in to teach the 
adult classes. They are so set in their 
ideas that you can’t hurt them so much. 
Don’t put them in the Primary Depart- 
ment, 

If you cannot remember the names of 
your class members, get busy and learn 
them. Don’t insult a child by forgetting 
his name! 

Topay’s LESSON 


1. The people in this lesson. 
The Lord Jesus Christ, the disciples, 
and the multitude. 
2. The lesson story. 

This is an easy lesson to teach chil- 
dren. Give them the picture. A crowd 
of people were following the Lord Jesus 
everywhere He went. He had just said 
to His disciples, “Come, let’s go away to 


a desert place and rest a little, for we | 


have not had time even to eat.” And 
they had gone in a boat across the Sea 
of Galilee. But the crowd saw them 
go, and went along the shore on foot, 
so when they arrived, the crowd was 
still with them. The Lord was patient 
with them, and began to teach them 
many things. And they stayed there 
until late in the day, with nothing to eat, 
and no place to get anything. It began 
to bother the disciples, and they spoke 
to the Lord Jesus about it. They told 
Him that He had better send them home. 

But the Lord Jesus Christ did better 
than that. He fed them. Tell the story 
fully to the children. You may even 
borrow from John the information that 
the five loaves and two fishes belonged 
to a boy. It may have been his lunch. 
Bring the boy into the story. This is 
a good point for the children. The Lord 
Jesus Christ was the Lord of glory, yet 
He used the lad’s loaves and fishes, Just 
so, He today multiplies our little gifts, 
and makes them great. 

More and more, I am impressed by 
the power of a well-told Bible story. 
Children love them. They never forget 
them. They dramatize them for them- 
selves. Learn to tell a story well. Some 
people have a natural gift for telling 
stories, but you can all train yourselves 
along this line. Get your facts, then find 
the points that will especially appeal to 
children, and put in your background, 
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Fox Dour Flnmelboard 
7 NEW IMPROVED 
_ yun eactin Manual of 


‘ Py Visual Teaching 


“One picture is worth 












outs enable you to hold the 
interest by erent wand with I. - All draw- 
ings requir areint with simple, easily 
understood instructio 


Published quarterty at the amazingly low price of $1.25 


Other iagnciisand lesene and accessories for every 
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School quarterlies and papers. 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
1517 N. Third Street HARRISBURG, PA. 
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Miracle Book Chuttne 
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Wanted for Training ‘ 


Christian young men and young women in practical 
Psychiatric nursing. School in beautiful surroundings. 
Salary given while learning. Write: 

Director of Nurses 
Christian Sanatorium Midland Park, N. J. 








in this labor of love. 


Treasurer for Canada: 








WANTED - GOOD SAMARITANS 


Six to seven million Jews have fallen among thieves and 
robbers, who have stripped them of all their possessions and 
maimed and killed many of them. 


Some have escaped with their bare lives to a few friendly 
countries, wounded and broken in body and soul. 


The Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief Society, Inc., is 
actively engaged in helping these Jewish and Hebrew Chris- 
tian sufferers in many parts of the world. 


Good Samaritans‘are Urgently Needed to help us pour the oil 
of divine comfort upon these broken hearts and to minister 
to their distressing material and spiritual needs. 


The Master says, 
‘«When I come again, I will repay thee.”’ 


We ask your prayerful fellowship and practical co-operation 
Please make checks payable to: 


The Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


REV. VICTOR BUKSBAZEN, B.D., General Secretary 
728-S Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


REV. P. S. DOBSON, M.A., D.D., Principal, Alma College, St. Thomas, Ontario 


(Luke 10:35.) 
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Through the Bible Study 


By Dr. Harlin J. Roper, Pastor 
Scofield Memorial Church 


“I know of no Sunday school course fj 
that cons ual it because it slights no 4 
part of *s Word. It is truly compre- (7% 
oo ay - — Dr. Carl Armerding 


Samples—15c each; 4 grades 50c. fh 
Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas, Texas 


“Present-Day Trends tx 
World-wide Apostasy” 


By Rev. W. O. H. Garman 
Will be sent FREE to any who will write. 
This 24-page booklet is an “eye-opener” on 
the drift to modernism and infidelity in our 
nétion today. 
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Your Safeguard! 


¥* Critical days of change 
ting danger to ordinary 
investments. Avoidlossand 
insure “Life, Liberty and 
the Pursuit of Happiness” 
by wraes your funds in a 
eaton Life Annuity 
Contract. There is no fluc- 
tuation in value and you 
get the same generous rate 
of return year after year. 


Two-Fold Investment 
Wheaton’s motto, “For Christ and His Ki 
dom.” enables you to participate in making tru 
Christian the leadership of our rising pteorand 
tions—so vital in these last days. 


Write for FREE Book 


When invest your savings 
in a Wheaton Annuity con- 
tract you are executor of your 
Own estate, save attorney's 
fees, enjo' “4 tax reduction fea- 








tures and avoid litigation. 
These and other advantages 
ate set forth in our booklet, 
“Pleasant Tomorrows”. 
Let nat y send ened we this FREE 
without obligation. Write today—address: 
co! OLLEGE 
ten, Illinois 
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and trimmings. It is like painting a pic- 
ture; it is a word picture. This is a very 
good lesson with which to try it, for it 
is such a sweet, human story. 


Every child can understand this story, 
and it shows forth the matchless power 
of the Son of God in the common every- 
day problem of food. And the same Sav- 
iour who fed that multitude can care 
for each of us, no matter what comes, 
war or famine. He is able. 


Mopesto, Cat.ir. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, as a boy I always thought 

the feeding of the five thousand with 
five barley cakes and two dried fishes 
was the most wonderful miracle that 
the Lord Jesus Christ did. Possibly the 
lad who furnished the barley cakes and 
fishes, as told in John’s account of the 
incident (John 6:9), may have height- 
ened my interest, for many times I have 
tried to imagine that boy standing by 
watching with bulging eyes seeing his 
lunch expanding to a sufficient quantity 
to satisfy the multitude. 

According to human thinking it was 
an impossibility. Andrew evidently 
thought so, even though he had wit- 
nessed other miracles which Jesus Christ 
did. He said, “There is a lad here, which 
hath five barley loaves, and two small 
fishes: but what are they among so 
many?” That was just Andrew’s com- 
mon sense, his logic, working. But when 
you reckon with the miracles of Jesus 
Christ, common sense and logic fail to 
be of any help. You simply have to 
accept the statements of God’s Word and 
believe them to be true. 

We are queer creatures in the matter 
of what we believe and what we doubt. 
If a scientist tells us there are 3,877,492,- 
745 stars discernible through the tele- 
scope we accept it without batting an 
eye; but if we see a sign reading “Wet 
Paint” we put our finger on the surface 
to see if it is so. Some people who have 
no difficulty in believing that God made 
man out of dust and Eve from a rib 
of Adam refuse to accepf the fact of the 
virgin birth. Surely if God could cre- 
ate the universe out of nothing, He could 
cause the birth of Jesus Christ without 
the aid of a human father. 

The only way to be happy in your 
faith, fellows, and to have God’s mar- 
velous power working in your life is 
to accept with childlike faith and child- 
like simplicity the clear statements of 
His Word. It will bless your day and 
it will bless your whole life. When you 
come to the point where you can look 
upon that boy with his lunch in his 
hand as having an opportunity to work 
in partnership with Jesus Christ; when 
you get to the place in your faith when 
you can look upon the littleness of what 
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you have to work with as an actual asset 
in partnership with Jesus Christ; then, 
boy, you will get somewhere. Remem- 
ber this, that Jesus Christ specializes in 
impossibilities, 

I think that Miss Annie Johnson Flint, 
of sacred memory, wrote these lines: 


Have you come to the Red Sea place in 
your life, 
Where, in spite of all you can do, 

There is no way out, there is no way back, 
There is no other way but — through? 
Then wait on the Lord with a trust serene 

Till the night of your fear is gone; 
He will send the wind, He will heap the 
floods, 
When He says to your soul, “Go on.” 
And your fears shall pass as your foes have 
passed, 
You shall be no more afraid; 
You shall sing His praise in a better place, 
A place that His hand has made. 


Avon Park, FLA. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





PESv$ FEEDS ae MULTITUDES 


ce ~ 





~ os . 
Os 
O « 
es 

-_ / 

ar = 

fe 

fx 

t 37 +g 

a 

= * 
- =: @ 
oS wo 

ea 

















a 9 


——— 


ee A 
i ee = “ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES for January 22, 1944 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
Thou dost know our every need of supply 
from Thy hand. We cannot count Thy good- 
nesses, but we know we can count upon Thee. 
No care of Thy loved ones is too great for 
Thee. We wait in assembled companies for 
Thy mercy and Thy provision, and in every 
desert place we vaguely wonder just how Thou 
wilt meet our needs. Thou art not limited 
by the deserts of life; Thy bounty is without 
limits, and in Thy gifts Thy hand is not 
shortened, whether reached out in mercy to 
the many or to a few. Give us this day, we 
pray Thee, a due sense of what Thou canst 
do for us if we are but willing to receive Thee 
with Thy gifts. In Thy dear name we pray. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson—It is a very needy 
world in which we live, where we cry 
out for help. Only God knows the far- 
reaching confusion of the world-mind. 
We know how eagerly we grasp at the 
Hand outstretched to help us. The dis- 
ciples saw only disappointment for the 
people in that desert place. They had 
not fully realized what the Lord could 
do, but they were about to learn some- 
thing of that power as they looked out 
upon the thousands gathered, awaiting, 
they hardly knew what, from Someone 
who could help them. He can and does 
help the thousands who are scattered 
among the nations as leaves before the 
wind. Do we expect enough of God, 
while we sit in doubt as to what to do? 
Do we keenly enough realize that He 
knows our need—He who clothes the 
earth with grass and flowers and great 
forests where they are needed; He who 
provides food and shelter for the tiniest 
bird and insect in this great creation? 
We ought to move into life’s difficulties 
with courage and expectant lifting of 
the eyes toward our risen Lord. Are 
you doing that? Is your hope in Him? 
Is He your Bread of Life? Shall we say 
that beautiful Golden Text together: 
“And Jesus said unto them, I am the 
bread of life: he that cometh to me 
shall never hunger; and he that believeth 
on me shall never thirst.” 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


EFORE Sunday school some of the 

first arrivals may draw on the black- 
board a small boat with brown hull and 
white sail, a blue lake, and green hills 
for a background. 

“The Lord on high is mightier than 
the noise of many waters, yea, than the 
mighty waves of the sea” (Psa. 93:4). 
Day by day Peter, James, and John were 
discovering that the One who lived among 
them and whom they called Lord on 
earth was indeed “the mighty God” and 
no ordinary man. 

As the children recall instances, list 
on the blackboard the forms in which 


His power was revealed: stilling the 
storm, restoring the insane, healing the 
incurable, making the dead live. To- 
day’s story will further captivate the 
pupils’ minds by other revelations of 
their Saviour’s power and compassion 
for men. The teacher’s mind may well 
be “steeped” in the flood of details as 
given by all four Gospel writers (Matt. 
14: 13-33; 15:29-39; Mark 6:30-52; 8: 1-10; 
Luke 9:10-17; John 6). 

In telling of the boat trip across the 
lake and the Passover crowd’s hurried 
hike along the lake by land, refer to the 
sketch on the board. An arrow may in- 
dicate the boat’s course to the landing 
site, and numerous little arrows may 
show the route of the pedestrians. Then 
tell of the Lord’s feeding the five thou- 
sand, of the enthusiasm of the people 
to make Him king, of His walking on 
the sea, of Peter’s attempt, of the later 
feeding of four thousand, and finally, of 
the Lord’s teaching regarding Himself 
as the Bread of life. 

Perhaps you will issue to your class in 
the Lord’s behalf the same challenge 
He presented to the Twelve: “Will ye 
also go away?” or after these glimpses 
of who the Lord is, will you follow on 
with Peter, saying, “Lord, to whom shall 
we go? thou hast the words of eternal 
life. And we believe and are sure that 
thou art that Christ, the Son of the liv- 
ing God”? For the end of reading as- 
signments give Mark 6:46, 52, 56; 7:23, 
30, 37; 8:10. 

Though the Lord worked the miracle 
of feeding the five thousand, the part of 
the boy who gave up his lunch should 
not be  overlooked—especially for 
Juniors! On the blackboard write with 
the words somewhat spaced apart, “The 
Lord . .. giveth food to the hungry” 
(Psa. 146:5-7). Then calling attention 
to the boy’s part in the Lord’s giving 
of food, draw a circular-shaped flat loaf 
about each of the first five words in the 
clause, and a fish about each of the last 
two. 

Does the Lord now want to feed starv- 
ing boys and girls in China? Jewish 
people in Europe? (Present information 
from some source to which funds may 
be sent, such as: Russian Christian Re- 
lief Society, 690 Eighth Ave., Room ‘506, 
New York 18, N. Y., or The Friends of 
Israel Missionary and Relief Society, 
Inc., 728-S, Witherspoon Bldg., Philadel- 
phia 7. Look over recent issues of the 
Times for advertisements of such agen- 
cies.) 

Does the Lord now ont boys and girls 
willing to give up some of their lunch, 
candy, or ice cream to feed these folks 
in other lands? Will you be one of 
them? (Help the children form a defi- 
nite plah of sacrifice consonant with their 
circumstances. If they have definite al- 
lowances, they may pledge a definite 
amount which they usually spend for 
themselves. If they earn their own 
money or are irregularly given small 
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Wanted A Christian lady to help in our 
dormitory kitchen. Write to 


Matron of Dormitory 
HOUGHTON COLLEGE Houghton, New York 








sample 
of this “Songbook of your Dreams” 
and see how it has the Evangelizing power to stit 
souls and lead them to Christ. Make your Church 
and School stronger by helping bring our nation 
nearer to God through use of these great hymns. 
“Quality... through and through”’ 

“Devotional Hymns” is rich in treasured favorites 
and best new material...songs for children, young. 
people, choruses, solos, duets, choir numbers, and 
well chosen Scripture readings. 

Has seven quality features found only in hymnals 
costing 50% more. Gives you MOST for your 
money... @ BIG musical library. Buy new song 
books only after seeing a sample... write TODAY! 

Beautifully bound in vellum lacquered cloth with 
tatnish-proof gold stamping. Fully orchestrated. 
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| “© Jerusalem, JERUSALEM!” 


Child of God, think on Jerusalem! 
God does. Then remember the 
American Board of Missions to the 
Jews. In an all-out abandon of 
faith in the God of Israel, this faith- 
ful and fruitful Mission stretches 
from New York to Los Angeles, 
from London to Jerusalem. Its 
consecrated missionaries are hold- 
ing forth the Word of Life, fearless- 
ly and sacrificially. In refugee relief 
to Christian Jews, we have the en- 
viable record of operating at the 
lowest overhead cost. 

Make a contribution now, if the 
Lord so.leads you. You will receive 
THE CHOSEN PEOPLE and other 
heart-gripping literature. And then 
you'll be glad you helped us! Try 
it,and see! Address 


American Board of Missions to the Jews 


27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn 6, N. Y¥. 
39 King William Street 
Hamilton, Ontario - 7 
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Old Fashioned Revival 


Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 


Mutual Network and Inde 

ent Stations. Consult radio log 
of local newspapers for stations 
and times. 


CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Box 123, Les Angeles, Calif. 








WANTED — nousexEEPer for Narses Home 
Evangelical Christian faith. Write: 
Director of Nurses 
Christian Sanatorium - Midland Park, N. J. 








“SINNERS IN THE HANDS 
OF AN ANGRY GOD” 
The famous Sermon by Jonathan Edwards 


New edition, Prices: 10 cents a copy; 7 for 50 
cents; 20 for $1.00; 100 for $4.00; 500 for $17.50. 


I. W. ROGERS, Publisher Murray, Ky. 














“Communism, Fascism,and Naziism— Their Creeds, 
Doctrines, and Doom.” It also explains the reasons 
of the war, and that 11 similar conditions of war existed 
before. 10 cents. 

“The Great Bible Facts, Proofs, and Evidences of the 
Christian Faith.” These wonderful facts will give 
faith and faithfulness toGod. 20 cents. 

“How the Bible Is Being Fulfilled Today.” It proves 
that 155 verses are being fulfilled in the Bible today, all 
about the end of the age. 20 cents. 

“The Future Explained by the Bible.” It gives im- 
portant truths from Matt. 24, Daniel, and Revelation. 
20 cents. 

» ‘“Man’s Existence after Death.” It explains the great 
Biblical truths of this subject. 5 cents. 

“The Way to Eternal Life.” It proves why Christ had 
to be crucified, and gives the conditions of eternal life. 
5 cents. 

“God's Basis of Salvation.” An interesting exposition 
of God's plan of salvation. 5 cents. 


All are written by a world traveller and student of the 
Bible for 35 years. They are highly recommended by 
ministers and leading religious papers. They are in 
the strictest harmony with the plain meaning of the 
Bible, and are to the point, and will not require un- 
necessary reading. 





REV. A. OLSEN 
Bible Expositor 


change for candy or ice cream, they may 
determine not to spend it for themselves 
but save it. Let it be understood, how- 
ever, that merely asking Dad or Mother 
for money to bring to the fund is not 
giving as the little boy gave — something 
he could have kept for himself. Pupils 
may fix little boxes or envelopes to hold 
their offerings. The verse from the board 
may be copied on them, and five loaves 
and two fishes drawn.) 

Even more than giving food to hungry 
bodies, the Lord wants to give food to 
hungry hearts, so that, though their 
bodies may die now, they will have eter- 
nal life and live forever with Him. Let 
us not forget our Lord’s words which we 
will put on the blackboard: “I am the 
bread of life: he that cometh to me shall 
never hunger; and he that believeth on 
me shall never thirst” (John 6:35, 
Golden Text). 


BucxksportT, MAINE. 


ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 57) 


1. Christ, knowing the frailties of human 
bodies, urged upon people the need of rest 
and food and physical care. 


2. He wished to exercise their hearts and 
lead them to look to Him in faith. 


3. No, He could have fed the world with- 
out a thing in hand, but He graciously used 
and multiplied their meager supply by His 
omnipotent power. 


4. They knew they could do nothing, but 
they had walked with the Lord some time, 
and they at least hoped He would do some- 
thing about it. 


5. They tell of the gracious provision God 
has made to feed a starving world upon the 
spiritual food set forth in the Gospel’ and 
they emphasize our responsibility to pass 
on the Good News to others. 


6. He may become intelligently informed 
about present-day needs, and plan or take 
part in a systematic, co-operative program 
of helpfulness. 

7. 2 Kings 4:42-44. 


8. 1 Kings 17:8-16 and 2 Kings 4:1-7. 
w 


My Class of Giris 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


ComMBAT DUTY AND RESt 


NEIGHBOR boy on furlough from 

the Solomon Islands was telling 
about alternate periods of combat duty 
and rest. First there is a period of 
active duty in the jungles when the 
fighters can only snatch a bit of restless 
sleep in a fox hole now and then. These 
hard days are followed by another pe- 
riod behind the lines where the boys 
indulge in sleeping, playing, and letting 
their overstrained nerves grow quiet 
again. ; 

In our lesson the disciples had been in 
active “combat duty,” meeting the pub- 
lic, hearing personal ‘problems and 
heartaches, ministering to the sick and 
needy, and telling of their Friend and 
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Master, Jesus Christ. While they had 
succeeded in many instances, still they 
must have met with doubts, opposition, 
discouragement, and failure. They were 
tired. Perhaps some of them felt, as 
they reported to the Lord, that their 
mission had been in vain; that they were 
not fit for this glorious, yet difficult serv- 
ice, and-they were ready to give up. 
Have not all of us who are Christian 
workers felt thus discouraged at times? 
Do not young folk, as they start to serve 
with enthusiasm and great hopes, become 
disappointed and tired and want to give 
up? How may the Lord’s people be 
strengthened in their weariness for the 
next period of active duty? 

“Come ye yourselves apart into a 
desert place, and rest a while,” invited 
the Lord. “Come, you who know me, 
to a place where the noises of the world, 
and the burdens of others will not molest 
you. Come to the great open spaces 
where you can be alone with your 
thoughts and your Maker.” 

Even the presence of our very best 
friend is too much at times. We must 
often go all alone where we can renew 
our fellowship with Christ, and become 
at peace (Psa. 46:10a). Have you noticed 
when you are in a desert with almost 
nothing man-made close by, that the 
things of earth seem strangely far away? 
Even life’s troubles seem remote and 
unreal when your vision has a chance 
to stretch to distant horizons, and the 
sky spreads above you vast and out-of- 
reach. You may think you would not 
be intrigued by desert places, but if “the 
world is too much with” you, just try 
the desert for a change. 


ARE You MoveED WITH COMPASSION 
FOR HUMAN NEED? 


We do need to be alone, but we can 
seldom help others to a knowledge of 
God if we remain “apart.” There are 
people who must have the touch of 
Christ-filled lives, and we should be ready 
to give that touch. With the disciples, 


perhaps the trip across the lake refreshed 


them enough to assist in the new emer- 
gency when crowds rushed upon them. 
With the crowds may have come new 
encouragement. After all people did 
want this Friend of whom they had 
spoken. 

With the crowds also came a new priv- 
ilege of watching the Master as He 
worked and taught. Christian workers 
need regular refreshing from Christ 
Himself through the Gospels and other 
Scripture, and from those who are ac- 
quainted with the Master’s ways. One 
of the most helpful practices for a young 
person starting to serve Christ is to ac- 
company mature Christian friends, 


teachers, or the pastor’s family in their 
ministry to others. Are the young peo- 
ple in your group receiving the chance 
to serve under guidance? Is their com- 
passion being awakened as they witness 
older workers compassionately serving? 

Furthermore, this contact with crowds 
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brought to the disciples the importance 
which Christ placed upon food needs. 
Notice from the text that He did not 
feed the people until the need was acute 
(Phil. 4:19). He multiplied only such 
foods as He had, and did not add ele- 
ments to meet finical appetites (Heb. 13: 
5). He used all that He had, although 
the second and larger quantity was dis- 
tributed among a smaller group; and 
He wasted nothing (1 Kings 17:12-16). 
When the food emergency was satisfied, 
the Lord sent the people back to pro- 
vide for themselves while they prac- 
ticed the lessons He had given. 

Food is important! It was the sub- 
ject of God’s first conversation with man; 
and one of God’s first concerns after the 
fall (Gen. 2:16, 17; 3:18, 19). Christ 
made eating an act of worship as He 
blessed the food (Luke 24:30, 31). Is 
not eating a human act with a sacred 
purpose, that of making the body fit 
further to glorify Christ? (1 Cor. 10:31.) 
How may your girls become interested 
in the multitudes who remain unfed? 
What postwar careers will be open to 
girls who long to carry Christian relief 
to the hungering? 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 

ve 


C. |. Scofield on Election 
(Continued from page 55) 


most fruitful source of confusion on this 
important subject is eliminated. 

I note your deprecation of teaching 
which puts God in the position of “arbi- 
trary dealing.” There is no doubt, dear 
brother, that many passages of Scrip- 
ture bearing upon the sovereignty of 
God leave difficulties in the mind. In 
other words, the Scriptures do not turn 
aside to vindicate the dealings of God. 
Here is the sphere of faith. Faith says: 
“I do not understand, but I believe that 
God always does right and sometime I 
shall know the precise connection be- 
tween His righteousness and His seem- 
ingly arbitrary dealings. In the mean- 
time I trust.” 

As to the question of prayer for the 
conversion of the unsaved, I can only 
say we enter there upon a sphere of 
faith alone. God tells us to pray and 
love prompts us to pray. Prayer for 
the unsaved is putting the unsaved in a 
very special way into the hands of God; 
and I do not believe any good ever 
comes to us from speculating upon 
prayer. 

Yours affectionately, 
C. I. Scofield. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 6 


Christian Endeavor, a World Fellowship 
(Gal. 3:26-28) 


ANY years ago, Anthony of Bour- 
bon, regent of France, informed the 
Danish ambassador that he hoped in a 
short time to procure a free passage for 
the Gospel throughout France. The am- 
bassador, a zealous Lutheran, expressed 
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have marveled at his grasp of the Bibl 


gives from the pulpit. 


Stimulating material to help you deliv 
ies of sermons on the Second Coming, 
your Sunday School Class the truth of 


> The Weddin 


ll. The 6 Thin 
- The Anti-Christ. 


14. Anti-Christ Killed and Resurrected. 76. 
16. The Biography of the Anti-Christ. 73 
19. The False Prophet. 83. 
21. The Reason for the Mark of the Beast. 86 


. The Reason for the Seven Trumpets. 91. 
. The Reason for the Seven Bowls. 
. The City of Petra. 
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Second Coming of Christ"—100 _— 1,000 pages— 
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Teacher, Successful Author, Radio Personality. Millions 


in his teaching, and in the help and encouragement he 


Check hts Partial Git of Sulyects— 


Subject: Subject: 
1. Pre- or Post-Millennial—Which? 43. The Two Witnesses. 
2. The First Resurrection or Rapture. 46. Armageddon. 


and Marriage Supper. 57. Set-up of Christ's Government. 

. The Result of Christ's Coming in the Air.66. New 
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P. ©. Box 267, Norfolk (1), Va. 

Enclosed please find $3.00 for your two volumes 
of books, namely, “Fifty Progressive Messagés on 


the Second Coming of Christ”, and “Fifty Pro- 
gressive Messages from Armageddon to New 








STREET and NUMBER___ 


CITY and STATE. 
(Will be sent C.O.D. if preterred) 














6 (18) es 


1,000 Russian Gospels 


145 Bibles and 330 New Testaments were 
distributed among Russian soldiers in 
16 war prisoner camps and 4 hospitals 
in 5 months by one missionary alone in 
a certain district in Europe. Add the 
work of other evangelists, and your 
hearts will be thrilled to think of the 
thousands of Russian men who after the 
war will return to their homeland as 
Christians. Will some of them be saved 
because of your prayers and co-operation 
in sending the Word of God to them? 

Send your gifts for Russian Bibles and 
evangelists to the 


Russian Missionary Society, Inc. 
Rev. F. J. Miles, International Secretary 
1844 W. Monroe Street Room 9 Chicago 12, Ill. 
In Canada: 106 Winnett Ave., Dept. ST, Toronto, Ont. 


Read details about our work in “The Friend of Rus- 
sians,” sample copy free. 


his pleasure, but hoped that Luther’s not 
Calvin’s doctrines would be taught. 

“Luther and Calvin,” replied the re- 
gent, “agree in forty points, but differ 
in one. Let those therefore that follow 
the tenets of these two unite their 
strength against the common enemy, and 
at better leisure and in a more con- 
venient season compound their own dif- 
ferences.” 

ye 


On the Sunday nearest the sixty-third 
birthday anniversary of the Christian En- 
deavor movement it is well that Christian 
Endeavorers should reflect upon the way 
in which the Christian Endeavor Society 
has demonstrated in the past the sound- 
ness of the advice of Anthony of Bourbon. 
By emphasizing those Christian principles 
for which all sound and evangelical 
Christian denominations stand, and agree- 
ing to disagree on the few and minor 
points that differ, a strong fellowship 
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FAITHFUL TO GOD’S WORD 


Lesson Quarterlies sought and loved by many. Cover every 
Department and follow the International Lesson topics. 
Also Leaflets and S. S. Papers, 


The Bible Expositor and Illuminator 


A full and complete Lesson Commentary. 192 pages—3 


Monthly Parts each quarter—768 pages a year. Ea 


ch Lesson 


carefully introduced and treated verse by verse. A wide vari- 
ety of valuable suggestions. All the material is Christ-centered. 


% Write for Sample Lesson 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Cleveland, Ohio 
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among young people of various denomi- 
nations has been built up. 


x 


However, there is one important fact 
that we must not overlook in reviewing 
the Christian Endeavor movement. It 
was founded upon and required of its 
active members a simple, wholehearted, 
unequivocal acceptance of the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Saviour, and devotion to 
Him and to His Word. Thus historic 
Christian Endeavor recognized the im- 
possibility of fellowship apart from 
Christ (1 John 1:7), and the impossibil- 
ity of loving our fellow men without 
having first had the love of God shed 
abroad in our hearts by acceptance of 
the Lord Jesus as our Saviour (John 4: 
12, 13). 

In adhering to this principle, the 
Christian Endeavor movement had the 
backing of the Word of God, the plain 
teaching of which is that all believers 
are knit together in one body, the Head 
of which is the Lord Jesus Himself 
(Eph. 1:22, 23; Col. 1:18; 1 Cor. 12:12- 
27). 

However, in these last days of inclusivis- 
tic movements, we need to be on our guard 
against those influences that are at work 
to draw Christians into fellowship dnd 
work and worship with those who do 
not hold fast the Head, the Lord Jesus 
Christ (Col. 2:18, 19) and with those 
who do not walk in the light of God’s 
divinely inspired Word, which is named 
as essential to Christian fellowship (1 
John 1:7). How can there be true fel- 
lowship between those who look upon 
the Lord Jesus as the unique Son of 
God and upon the Bible as the inspired 
Word of God from cover to cover and 
those who reserve the right to place 
their own qualifications or reservations 
upon the Word, and who insist that the 
Lord Jesus was only a great teacher and 
leader, differing only from man in the 
degree of His development? True be- 
lievers, while having in their hearts 
nothing but the kindest of feelings and 
concern for such individuals; neverthe- 
less can find no common platform or 
ground with them on which to carry out 
the four essential principles of historic 
Christian Endeavor, — confession of 
Christ, service for Christ, loyalty to 
Christ’s church, and fellowship with 
Christ’s people. 


On this anniversary day, therefore, 
while we are celebrating the organiza- 
tion of the first Christian Endeavor So- 
ciety on February 2, 1881, let us thank 
God for His faithfulness in holding the 
society true to Christ and to the Word 
down through so many years of effective 
Christian testimony and service. Let us 


ask Him to remove any tendencies that 
may be found to depart from the simple 
Christian faith upon which the move- 
ment began, or to include within its 
folds any who are unwilling to hold fast 
to the fundamental principles of the 
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faith once for all delivered to the saints. 
Let us ask Him to safeguard it through 
the coming years from any influence that 
would becloud its testimony or hinder 
its usefulness, under God, as an instru- 
ment through which many more young 
people may be won to Christ and may 
be built up and strengthened in the 
Christian faith. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 31 to February 6 


Mon.—Mark 6:30-34. 
Teaching in a Desert Place. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “Come .. . into 
a desert place, and rest a while.” Let 
us imitate our Lord in what we do, 
where we go, and in what and how we 
teach others of trust and righteousness. 
It is often better to withdraw ourselves 
from others and to make them want the 
Word of God from our lips than to do 
otherwise. Learn of Christ how to do 
your work. Pray for a greater acquaint- 
ance with Christ and take the path of 
meditation by which you may enjoy that 
fellowship. 


Tues—Mark 6:35-44, 
Feeding Five Thousand Men. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “They that did 
eat. of the loaves were about five thou- 
sand men.” Of course Goti who made man 
and all the food needed for life and 
health was able, in the person of Christ, 
to feed as many thousands as He willed. 
He who fed Israel in the wilderness and 
multiplied the widow’s oil and meal, and 
fed the students in Elisha’s school had 


the same power to feed the multitude. 
Pray for a greater confidence in Jesus 
Christ your Lord. 


Wed.—Mark 6:45-52. ‘Walking on the Sea. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “He cometh unto 
them, walking upon the sea.” He who 
made the sea and the dry land, and is 
Lord of all, had the same power when 
visiting man, as when by His Word He 
made the heavens and the earth. He 
who walked on the wings of the wind 
walked upon the sea. Great is the Lord 
and of great power. He doeth what He 
will. Pray for a greater appreciation of 
your Lord and Saviour. 


Thurs.—Mark 8:1-9. 
Feeding the Four Thousand. 
PRAYER SvuGcEsTIONs: “They that had 
eaten were about four thousand.” This 
second feeding of a great multitude by 
our Lord to a smaller number of people 
than at the first was accomplishd by His 
use of a greater number of loaves and 
fishes than He used before. The means 
used may differ but it is the Lord who 
makes the miracle. He can use few or 
many in His work if they are in. His 
hands. Pray that your heart may be 
wholly for the Lord. 


Fri.—2 Kings 4:42-44. 
A Miracle Meal for a Hundred Men. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “Should I set this 
before an hundred men?” The miracles 
of the Bible are easy to believe if we 
believe in God the Father Almighty and 
in Jesus Christ His Son our Lord. If 
God is great enough in our thinking, His 
deeds will be glorious in our eyes. Grant- 
ing that God who made all things is the 
One who does the work, that work will 
necessarily have to be like Himself — 
wonderful. Pray for the millions of 
doubters in America; and that God will 
raise up strong and capable men to help 
them to faith in God. 


Sat.—Exodus 16:11-15. 
Feeding a Nation Forty Years. 
PRAYER SucGcEsTIONS: “This is the bread 
which the Lord hath given you to eat.” 
If mushrooms can come up in a night — 
and God created them — certainly manna 
from Heaven, God’s gift to Israel, could 
come down in the night. Most folks who 
doubt the miracles of the Bible leave 
God out of them. God is not limited as 
man is in his work. Pray for the mir- 
acle experience of daily feeding on 
Christ’s flesh and blood. See John 6: 
53-58. 


Sun.—John 6:32-35, 47-51. “The Bread of Life.” 

PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “I am the bread 
of life.” Christ is the Bread of our souls, 
Those who receive Christ as Saviour and 
feed on Him as the Bread of their souls 
have eternal life. As He lived by the 
Father, so we can only live by Him. He 
gave His body and blood for our sal- 
vation, and by receiving His sacrifice 
we live by His life. Pray for a deeper 
understanding of the salvation of God 
in Christ. 
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Life Story of 





W213.D L Woody 


by her granddaughter, Emma 
Moody Powell. Only biography of 
the life associate of D. L. Moody, 
evangelist and founder of schools. 
Reveals Mrs. Moody’s share in 
the destiny of her era. The au- 
thor had access to diaries, let- 
ters, intimate family records and 
photographs never before used. 
343 pp. $2.00 











Bible Confererice 


For You and All the Family 


Last year over 5,000 were strength 
spiritually while enjoying  unrival 
recreation facilities. A larger number 
is yapeene this year—make your plans 
early. 

At this great vacation center of 
woods and waters you will find rich. 
fellowship and an inspiring program 
famous speakers, artists and musicians. 
Good food . . . modern accommodations: 
+ + + mo afternoon meeti 

Popular new School of 
will summer feature. 


Dates: June 25 to Sept. 4 
Write today for free information 


H. M. SKINNER, Manager 
*‘Maranatha’’ Conferences, Dept. S Muskegon’ 


Tre and Musld 








Open air meeting in New York City with Mr. Aston speaking 


Hep REACH THE JEWS 


For CHRIST 


Never before has there been such opportu- 
nity to bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 





the Jews. Of the 2,500,000 Jews in New 
York City, many are Hebrew Christian 
refugees from Europe. 
A large responsibility for the ev: li- 
zation of Jews rests with the New 
York Jewish Evangelization Society, 
founded in 1908, by the sainted Dr. 
Thomas M. Chalmers. 
We need your gifts and prayerful coopera- 
tion to enable us to procure more mission- 
aries for this large and strategic Jewish 
mission field. 
Send for monthly “Jewish Missionary 
Magazine.” Yearly subscription, $1.00. 
Sample copy, 10 cents. 


New YORK JEWISH EVANGELIZATION SOCIETY 


F Frederick A. Aston, A.M., Director 
56 Second Avenue, New York 3, N. Y, 














EVERY 21 SECONDS a major crime is committed in 


the U.S.A.! Juvenile delinquency is on the increase... 
J. Edgar Hoover, Head of the F.B.I. 


. . but far greater damage is being done through the moral 


‘ 
No bombs are devastating our cities . 
and spiritual breakdown of our youth! 


Engineers can rebuild cities . 





‘Tne nation that can sing 


. . but how are we going to rebuild character? 


ind make a yoytul nome betore thy 


has the spirit of victory in its heart” 





“The songs of a nation are the voice of tts destiny” 


Christian Service Songs 


Many churches have found the answer to this prob- 
lem by havten enthusiastic hymn sings with their young 
people. CHRISTIAN SERVICE SONGS, with its choice 
selection of singable songs, has proved interesting and 
satisfactory to thousands of churches. 


Sociabilit y Songs 

Another suggestion — why not fix up a recreation 
room in the neighborhood or church basement? Many 
churches are helping to cut down youth delinquency 
with games oat group singing, using SOCIABILITY 
SONGS. 

For the social hour where a different kind of book 
is needed, we have compiled SociaBILITy SoNGs, and 
more than a million copies are being used every day 
in schools, homes and for community gatherings. 


Paper rationing and printing conditions may increase the difficulty of securing song books later. . . 


The use of these books is a check against juvenile 


delinquency, and they are recommended for use in 
your community. 


Song Leaders 

Our Sacred Music Conference at Winona Lake, 
Indiana, in. August offers a unique service in training 
young people to lead the singing in church and home 
and community. Two weeks of intensive training 
under competent teachers brings marvelous help 
toward leadership. You can take advantage of this 
special service by sending one or more of your out- 
standing young people to this conference. 


Write for information. A few free scholarships are 
available to churches. 


- NOW 


is the time to order fresh, new books and be ready for the return of those in service when peace comes. 


SERVICE 
SONGS 





CHRISTIAN 


An all purpose book for 
Church, Sunday School, 
Prayer Meetings, etc. 
312 “tested” songs — 
beautiful brown covers, 
with "stay flat" fea- 
tures. Expensive look- 
ing, yet low in cost. 
Cloth bound, $45 per 
100, not postpaid. In 
heavy bristol paper, 
$30 per 100, not 
postpaid. Ministers, 
Superintendents or 
Gommittee Members 
send coupon for free 
examination copy. 





SOCIABILITY SONGS 


Contains: 
12 Patriotic Songs 
24 Stunt and Pep Songs 
21 Human Interest Songs 
39 Folk Songs 
45 Sacred Songs 
17 Negro Spirituals 
«+. and many others 
20 cents a copy, $2.15 per 
dozen, postpaid. $16.00 per 
hundred, not prepaid. 





THE RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK CO. 
Sacred Music Publishers 
107 Ninth St., Winona Lake, Ind. 


Please send free examination copy of 
() Curaistian Service Soncs 


Name of song book used now. 
We will be needing new books about 


Name 


(0 Sociasmiry Soncs 











(0) Pastor () Superintendent () Committee Member 
Address 


City and State. 
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